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Seek. Connect. Serve.

Our Covenant
We the members of
the First Unitarian
Church of Providence,
with respect for the
worth and dignity of
each person, with
wonder at the light we
know by many names,
and with gratitude for
our deep connection
to each other and to
the larger web of
existence, covenant to
walk together in our
search for truth,
seeking the paths of
wisdom, compassion,
and justice.

MEET OUR STAFF
Rev. Liz Lerner

Rev. Roger

Mandy Neff,

Maclay, Senior

Peltier,

Interim Director

Minister

Assistant
Minister

of Religious
Education

Rev. Liz is on
sabbatical until

Rev. Roger

February 1, 2023.

has been a UU parish minister for 20

She has been with us since 2017,
having come from serving churches

years. He serves one-on-one pastoral
needs, manages the Pastoral Care

in Lexington, MA, Mt. Kisco, NY, and

Network, Care Crew, Buddy

Silver Spring , MD. Rev. Liz is deeply

Program, and grief support. Rev.

invested in building multi-racial, multi
-cultural community within and

Roger lives in Cranston with his
husband, John Hickey, and their

beyond our congregation. She lives in

yellow lab, Pete.

Lincoln with her husband, Tim, and

pastoralcare@firstunitarianprov.org

two friendly flat-coated retrievers. Liz

sabbatical music director in the fall
2019. Beth and her husband Stew live
in Warren; they enjoy golf, getaways
to Savannah, and Star Island.
musicdirector@firstunitarianprov.org

Jaime Durango,
Building Manager
Jaime has been
with the church
since 2001. He is in
charge of all maintenance of the
Meeting House and the Parish House
as well as daytime security. Originally
from Colombia, he lives in Pawtucket
with his wife Maria; they have two
adult children.
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Massachusetts with her husband,
Andy Gatchell. They have 3 young
adult children, a cat, and a delightful
rescue dog. dre@firstunitarianprov.org
Jennifer Nardone,
Membership
Coordinator
Jenn has been

Nancy joined our

attending First U
since 2000 with her

staff in 2018,
having moved

Unitarian and its choir

when needed, most recently as the

LREDA. She lives and hikes in

Operations

Beth joined First

the music program

president of New England Chapter of

Director of

Beth Armstrong,
Interim Music Director

director by profession,
she has helped out in

Mandy is the author of two youth
curricula and recently served as

Nancy Forsstrom,

and Tim have two adult children.

in 2001. A choral

With 20 years
experience as a religious educator,

husband, Jon, and

back to Rhode
Island after 20+ years in Connecticut,

where she served 2 American Baptist
churches as Senior Minister. Nancy
keeps track of the day-to-day life of
the church, working closely with the
minister, Prudential Committee, and
staff team to keep things running
smoothly.

their two sons. She
served on the Membership
Committee for as long as she can
remember, and became Coordinator
in 2011. Jenn has also taught in the
Sunday School and participates in a
Chalice Circle.
mem@firstunitarianprov.org
Pedro

admin@firstunitarianprov.org

Vasquez, Sun

Walter Sotelo,

& Eve security

Administrative
Assistant

Pedro has

Walter came to

church since

First U in 1998.
He oversees all
financial aspects of the church,
maintains the database, and provides
technical support. He is originally

been with the
2009. He and his wife live in
Pawtucket; they have 3 grown
children.
Rev. Gene
Dyszlewski,

from El Salvador and has lived in
Providence since he was 16. He has

Comm. Min.

two adult daughters.

ordained UCC
minister.

assist@firstunitarianprov.org

Rev. Gene is an

Welcome to First U
A MESSAGE FROM OUR PRESIDENT AND
OUR SABBATICAL MINISTER
Welcome to the First Unitarian Church of Providence. We are so excited to
share in this year of connection with you! As we continue together to move
through the difficulties of the past couple of years, we are eager to reconnect
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and to renew our commitments to one another and to our great church. And
we are happy to offer vital programming, including in-person events and
fellowship without any restrictions.

Welcome ....................3

Meet our Staff ............2
Communication .........4

Our ministry is guided by a collaborative team of ministers, professional staff,

Accessibility………...4

and volunteer leaders who focus on building faith-filled relationships through
heart-felt community worship, nurturing spiritual practices, guiding small
group learning and responding to justice issues of our times.

Membership ...............5

This year will see a number of changes. In the fall Roger Peltier will be filling
in for Senior Minister Liz Lerner Maclay, who will be away on sabbatical in
Scotland; she will be returning after the New Year. Also in the fall, we will be
welcoming Mandy Neff as the new interim Director of our Spiritual Pathways
program, while longtime member Beth Armstrong will begin serving as interim
Music Director. All of these adjustments promise wonderful opportunities for
growth and development. And so, we are inspired and ready to be with you as
we all move forward together as a strong, resilient, generous, and loving
Unitarian Universalist faith community.

The UUA ....................5
Spiritual
Development .............6
Spiritual Pathways ....7
Community Life……10
Social Justice .............12
Stewardship ...............14
Governance ...............15

Sincerely,
Roger Peltier, Sabbatical Minister
Joan Richards, President, Prudential Committee
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OUR SHARED
MINISTRY
The professional
ministers, religious
educator, music
director, operations
director,
membership
coordinator, staff and
volunteer leaders work
together to serve the
congregation’s mission.
Worship, programs,
efforts, and events are
organized into
four ministries. All are
welcome and
encouraged to
participate.
Opportunities are
waiting for you!
Spiritual
Development
(see pages 6-7)
Lifelong faith
engagement - newborns
to adults
Community Life and
Heritage
(see pages 10-11)
Connections within the
congregation and
community
Social Justice
(see pages 12-13)
Values into Action for
our community and
beyond
Stewardship
(see page 14)
Health and Growth of
our Congregation
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COMMUNICATION
First U Times - E-News
The church distributes weekly emails to all on our contact list, with
information about opportunities for worship and faith development
programming for all ages. Monitors in the Parish House display
updated announcements.
The Church Website - www.firstunitarianprov.org
The church website provides general information about the church,
its staff, and programs, as well as postings of the weekly e-news
and recent sermons.

The Congregational Database / Directory
Our church database, Realm, gives church members the ability to
update their own personal information, check on the status of their
pledges, and find contact information for other members. Password
must be created for access; contact Walter in the office for help.
Social Media
Our church has a public Facebook Page with updates, useful links,
photos, and more! Type First Unitarian Providence in the search
box and “like” us. There are several Facebook Groups run by
separate committee/groups in the church.
Instagram: firstuprovidence
Spiritual Pathways News
Weekly e-messages are sent to volunteer teacher teams, sharing
updates and resources to support the program.

All are welcome at First U - we look forward
to meeting you!

ACCESSIBILITY
Accessible Parking Spaces are marked in our lot next to the
Meeting House and on Benevolent St.
 Hearing Enhancement Devices and Large Print Hymnals are
available in the Meeting House
 Gender Neutral Bathrooms are located in the Parish House,
second floor, via elevator or stairs.
 There is wheelchair access to the Meeting House and the
Parish House. Accessible bathrooms are located in the Parish
House.


MEMBERSHIP
We are a covenantal community who enter into a promise to be present
to one another, to help each other by learning and engaging in this
congregation where we commit, grow, and participate in worship,
connection, and service.
The Newcomers’ Café in the Parish House Paneled Parlor, behind the
fireplace, is a welcoming space for those new to our UU congregation to
meet people and ask questions. Members and staff facilitate informal
connections and provide information about the church as you navigate
congregational life. There are two welcome tables, at entrances of the
Meeting House and the Parish House, where you can find name tags,
learn more about UUism and First U and sign up for our communications.
Path to Membership classes are offered several times a year, the first
opportunity in early fall. The sessions offer insights into Unitarian
Universalism and our congregation. Please let me know if you are
interested in attending. Dates will be posted in all church
communications. At the end of each class, people are invited to sign the
membership book and to make a financial pledge of support to the
congregation in order to become a voting member. Voting members steer
priorities and resources.
We look forward to meeting you and helping you connect.
Contact: Jennifer Nardone, Membership Coordinator,
mem@firstunitarianprov.org,
or leave a message in the church office, 401.421.7970.

WELCOME TO UNITARIAN UNIVERSALISM
The First Unitarian Church of Providence is a member congregation, New England Region, of the Unitarian
Universalist Association of Congregations. The primary purpose of the Association is to serve the needs of its
member congregations, organize new congregations, extend and strengthen UU institutions, and implement its
principles. Supported by our contributions, the UUA strengthens Unitarian Universalism by raising our collective
voices to advance social justice, by training and equipping religious leaders, and by creating tools and curricula
for local congregations and beyond.
We Are Unitarian Universalists:
We are brave, curious, and compassionate thinkers and doers. We are diverse in faith, ethnicity, history and
spirituality, but aligned in our desire to make a difference for the good. We have a track record of being on the
side of love, justice, and peace.
We have radical roots and a history as self-motivated spiritual people: we think for ourselves and recognize that
life experience influences our beliefs more than anything. We need not think alike to love alike. We are people of
many beliefs and backgrounds: people with a religious background, people with none, people who believe in a
God, people who don’t, and people who let the mystery be.
We are Unitarian Universalist: Buddhist, Christian, Hindu, Humanist, Jewish, Muslim, Pagan, atheist and
agnostic, believers in God, and more. On the forefront of Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual, Transgender, and Queer
inclusion for more than 40 years, we are people of all sexual orientations and gender identities. We seek to
welcome you: your whole self, with all your truths and your doubts, your worries and your hopes. Join us on this
extraordinary adventure of faith. - From the Unitarian Universalist Association, Boston MA
For more information, please visit http://www.uua.org
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SPIRITUAL DEVELOPMENT MINISTRY
The Spiritual Development Ministry offers a nurturing community
that facilitates a lifelong journey of Unitarian Universalist faith
development through communal worship, music, religious
education, and spiritual practices.

Contact: Alison Green: alisonmaragreen@gmail.com
Programs & Teams:
Worship Committee
Music Committee
Spiritual Pathways Program and Team
Campus UUs
Adult Faith Development
Small Group Ministry: Soul & Chalice Circles

Unitarian Universalist covenant together to affirm and promote the
seven principles.

UUA SEVEN PRINCIPLES
Unitarian Universalist congregations affirm and

promote seven Principles, which we hold as
strong values and moral guides. We live out
these Principles within a “living tradition” of
wisdom and
spirituality, drawn from sources as diverse as
science, poetry, scripture, and personal
experience.
1: The inherent worth and dignity of every
person;
2: Justice, equity and compassion in human
relations;
3: Acceptance of one another and
encouragement to spiritual growth in our
congregations;
4: A free and responsible search for truth and
meaning;
5: The right of conscience and the use of the
democratic process within our congregations
and in society at large;
6: The goal of world community with peace,
liberty, and justice for all;
7: Respect for the interdependent web of all
existence of which we are a part.
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MUSIC AND WORSHIP
Worship
The Worship Committee works with the Senior Minister
to foster our shared worship experience, and is
responsible for planning and hosting Summer Services.
Contact: Neil Bartholomew, ngbart@gmail.com
Music Committee
In partnership with the music director, the music
committee sets goals for a vibrant, spiritual music
ministry program that enhances and complements
worship services and the spiritual pathways program,
and serves the church’s goals. With the music director
they recruit people to participate in musical groups and
projects, help interested newcomers find a place in the
music program, assure protection and maintenance of
the organ and musical instruments, maintain hymnals
and printed music collections, provide music
communication updates, formulate an annual music
budget, and facilitate special fund-raising that benefits
the music program.
Choir
The choir is always seeking new members as our
community continues to flourish! If you have an interest
in being part of our growing music program, contact
Beth Armstrong.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR INTERIM DRE
Hello First U!
I’m excited to join you for the next 2 years as your Interim DRE. I’m here
especially to do transitional work around faith development and spiritual
pathways, as you prepare to hire a new settled DRE in 2024. Together,
we’ll explore five areas:
History & Heritage - Core Values & Core Stories –
Leadership Development - Connections Within & Without the
Congregation – Future of Spiritual Pathways
As we return to in-person programs, many changes and fun returning traditions are in the works. You can expect programs like Chapel and children’s small groups, Coming of Age and OWL, and the UUA Common
Read to return. Beloved holiday celebrations like the Christmas NoRehearsal Pageant and Wholly Family services are already in the works,
along with new ideas for multigenerational celebrations. Also look for our
church database Realm to make more of an appearance to help us all stay
better connected and informed.
I hope you will join us Sunday mornings!
Mandy Neff
Spiritual Pathways is pleased to open
registration for our 2022-23 programs. We
begin on September 25 and programs will run
from 10:30am-12pm.
Nursery Care will be available in the Earth
Room, floor 2, for children ages 0-3.
The following groups begin in the 2nd floor
Auditorium for a Chapel Worship:
Welcoming Love small group for our Prek -K-1st graders will be in the
Sky Room, floor 2.
Exploring Community, our small group ministry for 2-4th graders, meets
in the 3rd floor Moon Room.
Creating Connections: Crossing Paths, our world religions program
which includes visits to other worshipping communities and interfaith
service work, is for 5th-7th graders and meets in the Diversity Room on
floor 3.
Our Whole Lives comprehensive sexuality education for 8th graders, and
9th graders who did not have it last year, meets in the first floor Haynes
Room.
The beloved monthly Coming of Age program, a UU Identity program
with special mentors from the congregation, returns later this fall for this
age group as well. More info on that to come soon!
Youth Group for high schoolers will meet in the basement level Youth
Room.
We invite you to register now!

SMALL GROUP
MINISTRY
We offer a vibrant small
group ministry program
for new or long-time
members that provides
opportunities to become
more connected and
engaged. Groups meet
twice monthly, in person
and virtually, to explore
topics of importance and
interest. Church members
are trained as facilitators
who plan, lead, promote,
and oversee the program,
meeting monthly with the
Assistant Minister for
support. Groups share a
common format: chalice
lighting, check in, sharing
of responses to a topic or a
reading, check out, and
closing. Members develop
a covenant for how they
will relate to each other
and to the larger
community. Watch for fall
and spring opportunities to
try a "Circles Sampler.”
Soul Circles focus on a
single topic for long and
deep exploration. Some
examples are Creative
Aging, Living LGBTQ, and
the Grief Journey. Groups
also participate in service
projects together.
Chalice Circles focus on
topics that inspire and
reflect on daily lives,
providing an avenue for
religious growth and
spiritual meaning. Groups
meet on varying days and
times for two hours per
session. People are asked
to commit to 8-10
sessions. Contact: Janet
Downing Taylor,
jdtaylo39@verizon.net

7

SOURCES OF
WISDOM

ADULT FAITH DEVELOPMENT

Unitarian Universalists
draw wisdom and
meaning from many
sources. These are the six
sources our congregations
affirm and promote:

Harry Potter and the Sacred Texts
Meets weekly, Monday nights at 7:00 pm, for a bit of socializing, to
discuss a book that has been influential and to find new meaning through
a closer, more thoughtful look at the text. Join us as you can. We would
love to welcome you. For an idea of what we are doing/why, check out
the podcast that started it all: “Harry Potter and the Sacred Text.”
Contact: Erin Newell, e.e.newell@gmail.com

- Direct experience of that
transcending mystery and
wonder, affirmed in all
cultures, which moves us
to a renewal of the spirit
and an openness to the
forces which create and
uphold life;

Benevolent Street Zendo: An Ongoing Zen Meditation Group
2nd Monday of the month at 7:00p
Practice leaders: Cindy Bapties, Michael Lapides, George Beshers;
benzen.pvd@gmail.com.
Benevolent Zen, ongoing sangha, presented by members of our
congregation and a Zen master. Dharma talks and opportunities for
spiritual direction are provided monthly.
Please visit benevolentzen.org.

- Words and deeds of
prophetic people which
challenge us to confront
powers and structures of
evil with justice,
compassion, and the
transforming power of
love;
- Wisdom from the world's
religions which inspires us
in our ethical and spiritual
life;
- Jewish and Christian
teachings which call us to
respond to God's love by
loving our neighbors as
ourselves;
- Humanist teachings
which counsel us to heed
the guidance of reason
and the results of science,
and warn us against
idolatries of the mind and
spirit;
- Spiritual teachings of
Earth-centered traditions
which celebrate the sacred
circle of life and instruct us
to live in harmony with the
rhythms of nature.

8

UU Men
2nd Sundays September - June 7:00p
The Men’s group has met monthly for more than 30 years. We welcome
men of all ages and stages in life to conversations about the personal and
cultural challenges and opportunities of being men, following ground rules
that encourage confidential, free-flowing discussion of topics selected by
rotating volunteer facilitators.
Contact: Burr Harrison, burrharrison@gmail.com, and David Riley,
davidpriley@aol.com.
UU Common Read
Stay tuned for the information about this year’s book, and the schedule for
a group discussion. The book is Mistakes and Miracles by Nancy Palmer
Jones and Karin Lin.

Unitarian Universalism draws wisdom from
many sources… including our own members!

PEER TO PEER OFFERINGS
Spirit in Life
The Spirit in Life group discusses experiences that stand out as important
to us as humans. Our discussions center on how we experience our core
selves, our relationships with others, our families, community, and society
and, as we narrate these experiences, we spark insight and understanding
in each other about our innermost motivations and purposes. The group
strives to practice deep listening and careful speech. There is a Tuesday
group and a Wednesday group - contact Diana Cole for more information.
minstrelmoon1@gmail.com

PHOTO GALLERY - LIFE AT FIRST U!

Right: Sam Cole helps
with the Parlor update;
far right: members of
the Extraordinary
Rendition Band welcome
folk back to church for
Homecoming; below:
Gun Safety Rally with
Bethel EME in June

Above: Rev. Roger and Interim DRE
Mandy welcome members and friends to
worship on Homecoming Sunday; left:
volunteers help prepare boxes for food
distribution for the Community Food
Share Pantry.
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COMMUNITY LIFE AND HERITAGE MINISTRY
The Community Life and Heritage Ministry develops and
maintains a culture that fosters strong and authentic
connections within the congregation and a sense of
belonging to our larger community.
Contact: Louise Sloan: louise@louisesloan.com
Programs and Teams:
Caring Community, Women's Alliance,
Membership Committee, History Committee,
Irene's Book Nook, First U Art Collective, Community Band,
Transylvania Partner Church Committee

OUR CARING COMMUNITY
First U Pastoral Care Network is a network of support available for
members and friends of the congregation in times of illness, stress, or
transition, as well as practical assistance with transportation or other daily
needs. In addition to our Assistant Minister for Pastoral Care, Rev. Roger
Peltier, we offer a Buddy Program to pair folks in supportive relationship,
a Caring Crew to assist with rides, meals and other practical support, and
unparalleled grief support.
For more information contact Rev. Roger Peltier,
pastoralcare@firstunitarianprov.org
Buddy Program matches parishioners, in pairs, who commit to call each
other once per week to check-in. This hugely popular program has been
the basis for some deep friendships. You may request a buddy at any
time.
Caring Crew provides help with logistical needs: rides, meals, and errands.
Parish Care volunteers do not receive special training. They are simply
folks willing to help others in times of need in concrete ways. It is a
ministry of “doing” rather than simply being present.
Lay Ministry Team is a small group of volunteers, invited and trained to
assist the Assistant Minister with congregational pastoral needs. Their
work complements, does not replace, the pastoral care offered by our
ordained ministers. This confidential ministry is grounded in being
present and listening, rather than doing or fixing. Lay Ministers are not
professional counselors or therapists but trained individuals who
understand that all may need help at times, whether in an important life
transition, a serious health condition, or another personal struggle.
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Mindful Grieving is a five session small group that meets periodically
throughout the church year. Groups are led by skilled volunteers and use
many tools to help deal with significant loss. After completing Mindful
Grieving sessions, participants are invited into the continuing, Grief
Journey Soul Circle

OPPORTUNITIES FOR INVOLVEMENT
The Women's Alliance
The Women’s Alliance was established in 1882, incorporated in 1904, and affiliated with 1st U Providence in 2014.
The mission is to serve the community, locally and at large, to provide friendship, spiritual and cultural stimuli for
its members, and to support the church and denomination. Meetings are first Mondays each month, October
through May with an annual outing in June. Programs include speakers on current issues and posted on the
church’s website. Membership dues ($35) support programs and expenses. All fundraising profits, like the annual
“Antiques and Uniques” benefit selected charitable organizations supporting women and families. President: Nancy
Safer ndsafer@gmail.com
Membership Committee
This group supports the work of the Membership Coordinator in welcoming newcomers, integrating new members,
and building community. These initiatives include supporting Hospitality Teams, Newcomers’ Café, the Path to
Membership Classes, and sponsoring congregational events. They meet monthly for planning. Contact: Jenn
Nardone, mem@firstunitarianprov.org

There are many ways to be involved, in fellowship, activities, and
discussion groups.
History Committee
The History Committee gathers and maintains church historical records and shares its 300-year history with the
congregation. In 2016, they hosted the 200th anniversary celebration of the Meeting House and produced a booklet
on its history. Publications include a “A Self-Guided Walking Tour of the Meeting House” and “Pastors’ Rest,”
describing the church’s five-acre Swan Point Cemetery burial ground. In 2020 members of the History Committee
joined the 300th Anniversary Committee to plan a celebration of the congregation:, including banners, a narrative
presentation, and commemorative items. Interested church members and friends are welcome to join the
Committee. Contact: Janet Downing Taylor, jdtaylo39@verizon.net
Irene's Book Nook
Irene’s Book Nook is open in the Atrium most Sundays, offering a variety of titles, including Unitarian Universalism,
inspiration, Buddhism, Bible studies, environmental concerns, children’s stories, poetry, family life, recent titles
from Skinner House, Beacon Press, and Skylight Paths as well as the UUA Common Read. Irene & Tony Allen
established and ran Atrium Books for 12 years; it was Irene's initiative, thus renamed in her honor. Irene died in
2020, leaving a memorable legacy. A small committee manages operations, welcoming new volunteers to help in
this joyful work. All profits benefit the church.
First U Art Collective
Reflecting the arts and aesthetic vision of our creative community, the Art Collective coordinates individual artist
and group exhibits monthly in the Atrium. We support and nurture a healthy spiritual community, sharing gifts of
beauty, offering windows into artists’ visual sense of meaning and search for truth. Collective members pay $10
annually. Contact: Greg Kniseley mkniseley@me.com or Nancy Worthen nancy.worthen4815@gmail.com
First U Community Band
We create relationships, learn and make music together, and share with the congregation. Contact: Kate Bowden,
kbowdenesq@gmail.com
Transylvania Partner Church Committee
Partnership between First U and the Unitarian church in Szentegyhaza, Transylvania (Romania) is supported
through communications and visits. We celebrate Partner Church Sunday each January with songs, stories, and
greetings. Through fundraising efforts our church helped fund the construction of their church bell tower and a loft
visitor apartment. The meditation garden kopjafa/memorial post and joys and sorrows wooden candlestick are
handmade gifts from our partner church congregation. The congregations meet monthly on Zoom. Members of our
partner church hope to visit RI in Fall, 2023. First U members traveled to our partner church in 2006, 2012, 2015,
and 2019. Co-Chairs: Tom Getz thomas1getz@prodigy.net or Janet Downing Taylor jdtaylo39@verizon.net
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SOCIAL JUSTICE MINISTRY
The Social Justice Ministry moves our values into action
within our community, city, state, and the world.

Contact: Lisa Voutes, lvoutes@yahoo.com
Programs and Teams:
Community Food Share Pantry,
Asylum Sanctuary Coalition, Side With Love,
Mosaic Steering Team, The Girl Effect Task Force,
Green Team Environmental Task Force,
Knitting for a Better World, The Peace Flag Project,
Neighborhood Social Justice, World Affairs Committee,
First U Legislative Ministry

No matter what your particular focus, First U works for justice in the
community and the world.

COMMUNITY FOOD SHARE
PANTRY
Community Food Share Pantry
Distribution day: Third Monday, monthly,
in the First Unitarian Parking Lot.
The First U Community Food Share
Pantry, CFS, has continuously operated a
food distribution site monthly for over 20
years. An Agency of the Rhode Island
Food Bank, CFS provides free food and
household products to low-income
families in the greater Providence
community. The CFS Committee
oversees and operates the CFS Pantry.
They purchase food from the RI Food
Bank and accept donations from
individuals and community groups. The
CFS Committee recruits a large team of
volunteers who procure, set-up, and
present the food, coordinating the
distribution each month. The Pantry is
endowed through a generous bequest
from the late Dino Germani. Contact:
Amy Grant,
amyinprovidence@yahoo.com
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SIDE WITH LOVE
Side With Love is a denomination-wide social justice advocacy
and public witness campaign, inspired and guided by UU
principles, working to affirm unconditional, universal love as a
foundation for our actions in the world. We strive to be of service
to our communities and advocate for change on local, state,
national, and international levels. The Side with Love campaign
amplifies the voices of the oppressed through online media; shows
up in partnership at justice events in our state; lobbies local and
national leaders on immigration reform, racial justice, equality for
lesbian, gay, bisexual, transgender, and queer people, religious
freedom, and more to make love real in the world. Facebook: Side
With Love at First Unitarian, Providence. All people, not just UUs,
are invited to join, speak, worship, march, and live on the side of
love.

KNITTING FOR A BETTER WORLD
Knitting for a Better World currently meets most weeks via zoom
on Tuesday nights at 7pm. The group serves as an online support
for those who knit, craft or like to be with crafty people. Contact:
Katherine Ahlquist, katherine.ahlquist@gmail.com

WORLD AFFAIRS COMMITTEE
The World Affairs Committee focuses on humanitarian concerns.
Over the years the committee has sponsored over 22 programs
and presentations. Topics included wars in the middle east,
immigration, climate change, Native Americans. The WAC cosponsors the Global Write-a-thon. Contact: John Petell,
picskate@aol.com

GREEN TEAM ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE
The Green Team believes that taking action to create a more sustainable way of
life will move us toward a healthier, fairer, and more compassionate world.
Toward that end, we educate the church community about environmental issues
and promote green practices, at church, at home, and in the broader community.
We seek to involve individual members and committees in our efforts.
Recognizing that members of frontline communities often experience the most
severe impacts of environmental injustice, we also reach out to activists from
those communities for inspiration and justice. Contact: Zak Mettger
zmettger@verizon.net

THE PEACE FLAG PROJECT
The Peace Flag Project provides an opportunity to create flags about our deepest
hopes for the world. Our major event is the September Peace Month, expanding
our celebration of the UN Peace Day; this commemoration unites us with
peacemakers all over the world, all celebrating on the same day. Ginny works with
schools and community groups to talk about peace and make Peace Flags. COVID
curtailed events and workshops this year. We hope to get back to our normal
schedule soon. Contact: Ginny Fox, ginfox32@gmail.com

THE GIRL EFFECT TASK FORCE
The Girl Effect Task Force raises funds to support
girls’ education where it is most needed and has the
greatest impact. We are inspired by the guiding
principle of the global non-profit, Girl Effect, “Girls are
the most powerful force for change on the planet.”
Education gives a girl more control over her life, helps delay marriage, and
improves future earnings, her own health, and the health of her children. Our most
recent donations were to the Kibera Girls’ Soccer Academy (KGSA) in the Kibera
informal settlement in Nairobi, Kenya and to four female San Lucas Toliman
Scholars in Guatemala. Contacts: Polly Walker, polly41walker@gmail.com or Pam
Steager, psteager@gmail.com

NEIGHBORHOOD
SOCIAL JUSTICE
The NSJC was founded to
provide volunteer
opportunities to work
beyond our church doors
with those who have been
socially. economically, or
legally marginalized. The
NSJC sponsors monthly
missions to various
shelters in Providence. We
deliver food, clothing, and
respectful companionship
to those in need. We are
also an active member of
the Loaves and Fishes
Rhode Island (LFRI). ALL
ARE WELCOME!
Volunteers are needed,
please consider helping us
help those in need.
Contact: Joe Salvatore,
joesuu@gmail.com

MOSAIC STEERING TEAM
This advisory committee to the PruComm is dedicated to promoting a multiracial,
multicultural community at First U. We look forward to connecting with
congregants and ministries throughout the church to learn how we can partner
with you in working towards racial justice, antiracism, and inclusion.
Leaders: Louise Sloan, Claire Rosenbaum, Kate Niles, Lee Rodman. Contact:
FirstUMosaicTeam@gmail.com

Above: NSJC volunteers
assembled Christmas gift
bags for distribution.

LEGISLATIVE MINISTRIES
Our Team is a member of the UU Legislative Ministry-RI. Guided by UU
Principles, we serve as a visible force in the “public square.” Advocacy actions
include letter-writing campaigns, rallies, meeting with
local legislators and lobbying. Current priorities include
health care, racial and environmental justice, gun safety,
and women’s rights. Please join us! Contacts: Kate
McGovern, katemcgovern61@gmail.com
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STEWARDSHIP
Sustaining and growing our church The Stewardship Ministry focuses on
generosity in support of the health and growth
of our congregation and its mission.

Contact: Andy Wilby, adwilby@gmail.com
Programs and Teams:
Annual Commitment Drive, Planned Giving,
Finance and Investment Committee,
Building and Grounds Committee, Financial Assistance
FINANCIAL
ASSISTANCE FOR
MEMBERS, FRIENDS,
AND NEIGHBORS OF
FIRST U
Thanks to generous donors from our
church, we have two funds that help
those in need.
The Pastor’s Fund comes from a
longtime endowed donation. It is
available to provide financial

assistance to folks with ties to the
First U community who might need
emergency funds to cover basic food
or shelter. If you are in need, don’t
hesitate to let us know; we are glad to
help. Please contact Nancy in the
church office:
admin@firstunitarianprov.org
The Minister’s Discretionary Fund
depends on ongoing donations from
current members or friends of First U
as well as special collections such as
the Christmas Eve offering. This
confidential fund has a broader range

of uses at the minister’s discretion; it
might help with the costs of attending
General Assembly, or a medical bill or
an urgent, unexpected family
expense. If you would like to donate
to the fund, donations are always
needed and very welcome. For
donations or requests, please contact
Nancy in the church office,
admin@firstunitarianprov.org

14

OPPORTUNITIES FOR GROWTH AND GIVING
Annual Commitment Drive
Members and friends of First Unitarian are urged to make a fair share
commitment of their financial support for the church each year. The amount
pledged during the Commitment Drive becomes the basis for the Budget
Committee’s recommendations for support of church staffing, ministry activities,
and infrastructure for the year ahead. We continue a strategic effort to reduce our
reliance on the endowment to support our annual operations. Through collective
ownership of this goal we can achieve long-term financial health and sustainability
for this congregation and honor our responsibility to those who will inherit it.
Contact Diane Baxter dybaxter@gmail.com or Rick Richardson
rickarichards@gmail.com
Planned Giving
Our congregation has a long tradition of planned giving. The first bequest was in
1803, and generous members have been following in that tradition ever since. We
encourage all supporters to consider including the church as a beneficiary of their
retirement plan, life insurance, or Last Will and Testament, thus automatically
becoming a member of our Benevolent Society. A booklet with more information
is available from Director of Operations, Nancy Forsstrom,
admin@firstunitarianprov.org
Finance Committee
The Finance and Investment Committee advises the Treasurer and Assistant
Treasurer on church finances, including operational questions, proper financial
reporting for various audiences, and best accounting practices. The Committee
actively oversees the investment of First U endowment funds and reviews the
investment manager’s performance. They also advise and support church planned
giving programs, such as the Benevolent Society. Contact Jay Glasson, chair.
Building & Grounds Committee - Opportunities for All
This religious community has the stewardship responsibility for maintaining one of
the most iconic, historic structures in the state of Rhode Island. In continuing that
responsibility, this committee enlists the many technical and skilled talents of our
membership as a “B & G Resource Group” to consult in this task, including safety,
comfort, energy efficiency, and green efforts. Contact: Max Pounder AIA EM,
sine.max1@verizon.net

GOVERNANCE - LAY LEADERSHIP
The congregation operates under a system of congregational polity as defined in the church’s
constitution and by-laws. Voting members of the congregation hold the right and responsibility to
decide major issues which affect the church including calling a minister, electing members to leadership
positions, and adopting an annual budget. The congregation conducts its business at an annual meeting
in June when it elects board members, officers, and deacons, and approves an annual budget. Special
meetings are called as needed.
These volunteer teams help provide leadership to hold the congregation’s mission and vision.
Prudential Committee
The Prudential Committee (PruComm) is the governing board of the church. It is composed of six officers
and six other voting members of the church. PruComm members are elected to three-year terms; officers are
elected annually to one-year terms (Clerk, Treasurer, and Assist. Treasurer are renewable). Four committee
members serve as liaisons to the four ministries of the church: Spiritual Development, Community Life and
Heritage, Stewardship, and Social Justice. They gather the ministry around common goals and support
groups and leadership. The PruComm sets policy, long-term goals, establishes committees, hires professional
staff other than the minister, manages the operating budget in accordance with the by-laws, and performs
other necessary duties.
Joan Richards, President,
Hillary Salmons, President Elect Odile Mattiauda, Past President.
Louise Sloan, Community Life
John Dooley, Treasurer
Lisa Voutes, Social Justice
Alison Green, Spiritual Dev.
Dana Borrelli-Murray, Personnel Peter Laarman, Strategic Planning

Claire Rosenbaum, Clerk .
Rick Richards, Asst. Treasurer
Andy Wilby, Stewardship
Youth Rep - TBD

Nominating Committee
The six-member Nominating Committee is responsible for identifying and developing church leadership.
Members are elected for two-year terms. In addition to recruiting for elected positions, the committee helps
identify committee chairs. Committee members have an understanding of the structure and work of the
organization, specific leadership needs, and special qualifications needed for elected and appointed positions.
Richard Boober, Grace Dayian, Michael Currier, Jim Barfoot, Neil Bartholomew, Sally Caruso
Deacons
The Deacons support the ministry by promoting connection, spiritual well-being, and a sense of belonging.
They seek to support communication and understanding, increase awareness of needs, and enhance the
sense of community as a safe environment for spiritual growth. Activities have included ushering/greeting on
Sunday mornings, checking in on members and friends, assisting orientation of new members, sponsoring
events like Wassail Party and May Breakfast. The congregation elects three Deacons every year who serve
three-year terms.
Jane Adler, Chris Belleau, Sorrel Devine,
Arlene McGonagle, Charlie Ortman, Amy Grant

Personnel Committee
The Personnel Committee is composed of a liaison from the PruComm, at least two other church members
approved by the PruComm, and the Minister as ex-officio. They review Personnel Policies and Procedures
annually and recommend changes to the Prudential Committee. In consultation with staff, appropriate
committees, and the Minister, the committee oversees non-ministerial employee evaluations and
recommends salary increases. Committee members may assist in the selection process to fill vacant, nonministerial staff positions. Dana Borrelli-Murray, chair.
Right Relations Advisory
Chair: Jay Glasson
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OUR PRESIDENTS
At right are our 3 presidents,
(from L to R): Hillary
Salmons, Joan Richards,
and Odile Mattiauda. They
are holding gifts sent to us
from our Partner Church in
Romania.
This photo was taken in
June, 2022, when COVID
restrictions were in full

force. Now that restrictions
have been lifted, we are
ready to connect in many
ways. Don’t miss the chance
to be involved.

Notes:

DON’T MISS ANY CHANCE TO PARTICIPATE!

