MONTH LY NE WSLE T T ER

OCTOBER 2017
We are a
Welcoming Congregation

I n s i d e
Lately . . .  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3
Spiritual Pathways  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4
Sight Lines . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5
Community Life . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 6
Spiritual Development  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Social Justice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8
Monthly Calendar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10

S t a f f
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Rev. Gene Dyszlewski, Community Minister
Rev. Gwendolyn Howard, Community Minister
Cathy Seggel, Director of Religious Education
dre@firstunitarianprov.org
Frederick Jodry, Music Director
Our long Unitarian Universalist tradition of congregational polity grants to each member society the right to call its own minister and to install him or her as its settled minister. The service of installation reaffirms and formalizes the bond between a minister and a congregation
that was implicit in the congregation’s vote to call and the minister’s acceptance of that call.
On Sunday, October 22 at 4:00p, we will be joined by visiting clergy and special guests as
we install the Rev. Elizabeth Lerner Maclay in a ceremony filled with joyous music and words
of solemn promise. The celebration will feature music by Fred Jodry and the choir, an installation message from the Rev. Dr. Robert M. Hardies, Senior Minister of All Souls Unitarian
Church in Washington, DC; and the Act of Installation, the formal covenant between Liz and
the congregation, led by First Unitarian President Jay Glasson.
PLEASE REPLY to the invitation emailed on September 26. For childcare, email Wendy Oliver.

October Services in the Meeting House
Sunday, October 1
Postcards from the Edge of Civility: Is Facebook Faithful?
10:30a		
Rev. Liz Lerner Maclay
Like any tool, social media can be used for good or for ill, with care or contempt. Studies show
people address each other via screens (texts, Twitter, Facebook) with scorn they never would
express in person. Our own online engagement across UU congregations and continental
organizations confirms those studies, despite our affirmation of “the inherent worth and dignity of every human being.” So how do we, as people of faith, counteract the “othering’’ effect
of a keyboard and a screen? How can we stay strong for each other and our first principle,
together with our imperatives of justice and ethics?
Young people begin in their classrooms and worship in Chapel.
(continued on page 2)
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You’ll Find Your Name Tag
in the Meeting House!

Monthly Ministry Themes: This year we are engaging monthly ministry themes as part of
enriching our congregational life and creating further opportunities to connect and share
with each other. Each month will offer a thematic lens we will employ in a variety of ways – in
worship and in children and youth religious education, in chalice circles, in the newsletter,
and more. Whether we’re older or younger, in church on Sunday or homebound, part of a
small group or an attendee at worship, we’ll have common questions and considerations connecting us as we move through the church year. Hopefully our encounters with these ideas
and experiences will contribute to our deepening as individuals and as a community.

We are trying something new in our ongoing
efforts to be more welcoming and helpful to everyone in our community! So we’ve moved the
name tag board into the Meeting House to make
it easier for everyone to get their name tag before Sunday service.
Wearing your name tag is a thoughtful way to
help all newcomers, including our new minister,
to find their way into our community. And seeing
a name gives you a better chance of remembering it.
Before the worship service, please pick up
your name tag from the board, now located at
the back of the sanctuary in the Benefit and Benevolent streets corner.
At the end of Coffee Hour, please return your
name tag to the appropriate basket (labeled A-F,
G-M, or N-Z) on the Welcome Table in the Parish
House hallway.
If you need a new name tag, you can request
one on the sign-up sheet on the clip board on the
Welcome Table in the Parish House hallway.
Thank you for wearing your name tag!

Sunday, October 8
You Will Ride with Me Tonight
10:30a		
Rev. Liz Lerner Maclay
Our Ministry Themes in October are Courage and Death – not exactly what your new minister
would have chosen for the same month as our installation service and the beginning of a new
ministry together! But these themes are always relevant; they are required of us for mortal
living all the time – so we may as well engage them now, and we’ll start by using some unconventional lenses, including a song by folk singer Dar Williams and reflections by American
writer and undertaker Thomas Lynch.
Young people begin in their classrooms and worship in Chapel.
Sunday, October 15 Inward Journey–Outward Action
10:30a		
Lee Clasper-Torch, M.Div.
“Our real journey in life is interior,” wrote Thomas Merton, the Catholic mystic-poet-monk.
Just what is the relationship between this “interior journey” and our outward actions? More
precisely, how is spiritual practice related to social concern and active engagement for peace
and justice in our broken world? The winnowed wisdom of traditions – both East and West –
provide guideposts for the living of our own personal inward and outward journeys.
Lee Clasper-Torch served on the faculty of Moses Brown School for 25 years in the Religion and
Human Values Department, teaching courses in comparative religion, philosophy, and ethics. He
is currently a workshop, presentation, and retreat teacher and serves as the Men’s Engagement
Coordinator for the Ten Men Project of the RI Coalition Against Domestic Violence. Lee’s study,
teaching, travel, and life experience has long involved both a concern for contemplative spiritual
practice and active participation in peace, justice, and human rights work.
Young people begin in their classrooms and worship in Chapel.
Video of the 200th Anniversary of the Meeting House at 12:00p in the Auditorium (see p. 7)

Blue Jean Sunday
Sunday, October 8 after Sunday service
In preparation for the upcoming installation of
our new minister, a group of volunteers will be
cleaning the Meeting House after the service on
October 8. They will need additional willing volunteers as well as cleaning supplies and several
vacuum cleaners. Volunteers are welcome to
“dress down” for the service; we’ll go to work as
soon as the sanctuary is clear.
Watch for more information in the coming
weeks, or call Joe Fisler at 401.274.1410.

Sunday, October 22 What Are We Doing Here?
10:30a		
Rev. Vanessa Rush Southern
As First Unitarian launches a new ministry, a new chapter, maybe this is a good moment to
look and ask what this whole venture is about. And so good to have a prophet from another
town weigh in. And good to recommit to the crazy, daring beauty of it all: of church.
Vanessa Rush Southern is the new Senior Minister at the UU Society of San Francisco. Previously
she served parishes in Boston, Washington, DC, and Summit, New Jersey and she has just recently
returned from living in India for two years. She is the author of This Piece of Eden and Miles of
Dream (both by Skinner House books) and was the preacher at the Service of the Living Tradition
at the General Assembly in 2013. Vanessa is best friends with Liz Maclay (who is the godmother to
Vanessa’s only daughter, Leila), so she thinks the congregation made a really good choice.
Young people begin in their classrooms and worship in Chapel.
4:00p

Newcomers’ Café
Every Sunday during Coffee Hour
If you’re new to the church, the Café is a great
place to meet people in a less daunting setting
than the regular Coffee Hour. Held in the elegant and intimate Paneled Parlor (behind the
fireplace), the Café is hosted by a rotating cast of
church members and offers coffee, goodies, and
fellowship.
If you’ve been around for a while, this is a
great place to help new folks get acclimated.

Installation Service for the Rev. Elizabeth Lerner Maclay
Light Supper Reception following the Service

Sunday, October 29 All Souls
10:30a		
Rev. Liz Lerner Maclay
This age-old holiday echoes deep for all of us. We honor that essence that makes every person
precious and irreplaceable, and we honor those precious and irreplaceable souls we have
lost and that we carry in our hearts and minds. Come with your memories to this service of
commemoration and care.
Young people begin in their classrooms and worship in Chapel.

To sign on as a Café host, contact: Jennifer
Nardone, Membership Coordinator (mem@
firstunitarianprov.org)
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Lately . . .

Deacons’ Corner
We’re under way! The Deacons enjoyed a very
successful first gathering of the year in September. This was our initial opportunity to sit down
with our new minister and get better acquainted.
Since most UU churches do not have deacons, it
was not surprising that Liz had many questions
for us about our role at First Unitarian. We all
agreed that establishing a close minister/deacon
relationship will be most important in the coming months. Hopefully our partnership will ease
the learning curve confronting all new ministers
and give us, as Deacons, some fresh insights into
how to integrate our efforts into the overall mission of the congregation. Measuring and evaluating our partnership will be an ongoing goal for
this year.
We intend to continue the practice of having
each Deacon be responsible for contacting a
specific group of members and friends. We will
gather suggestions for appropriate questions
from Liz and from other leadership groups within
First Unitarian in preparation for these contacts.
For the first time, this year we will be exploring
the use of social media to reach out to more of
our members. Our thanks to Jack Killilea, our RE
youth rep, for this timely suggestion.
We welcome your thoughts and suggestions.
Our name tags say Deacon, and we often serve as
greeters or ushers. Soon our mug shots will grace
the wall of the parlor, so there should be no excuse for not knowing who we are!

As I look ahead to October, I remember when I was a little girl – in maybe
third grade. I started to be afraid of dying. It hit me one night, late, late in
the dark of night (maybe 10, maybe even 11 o’clock!). I couldn’t sleep, and
for some reason my mind started turning on mortality. I was raised in an
extended family – my grandparents lived with us – and so I was clear on
what aging and increasing frailty looked like; maybe that was a contributing factor. Regardless, it suddenly hit me, a fact I’d already known but this time it was different; it hit me in my
bones and my stomach – I was going to die. One day, or night, would come when my existence, my me-ness would be snuffed out – and everything I knew, felt, sensed, all I had and all
I was, would end. (This is, of course, according to my own theology, and we all know there are
many takes on what happens when we die – this was simply my own.)
I was terrified. I ran downstairs in my pajamas and found my father loading the dishwasher
in the kitchen. I couldn’t believe it – as if nothing was wrong, as if tragedy wasn’t right there in
the room with him, with us, close as a shadow. “Daddy, Daddy!” I cried out. “How can you load
the dishwasher when you’re going to die!”
My father handled it really well, especially considering he had no warning at all. He stopped
what he was doing and focused all his attention on me. I don’t remember the whole conversation that followed but I remember how he began. “Well.” he said, and paused. “I’m not going to
die for a very, very long time. And in the meantime, the dishwasher needs to be loaded.”
That’s what I think of when I look forward to the coming month, when our Ministry Themes
will be Courage and Death. As I wrote in the October 8 worship paragraph, these aren’t the
themes I would have chosen for the same month as our installation and the celebration of our
new, shared ministry together. (We get these themes and their order as part of a collaborative of UU congregations sharing the themes and resources for them, together.) But death is
always with us, courage is always required, and there’s no point in ducking the one, or overlooking the other. So we’ll be exploring them, and their relationship, during October, as well
as celebrating this fresh beginning we have now. They’re deep topics, full of juice and anxiety,
often linked and very different: death being something we know we will encounter and often
dread, courage being something we hope we possess and often anticipate.
I look forward to this month of exploration and celebration with you, to considering deep
experiences and questions together, and to sharing the inspiration and joy of the installation
together. Some great UUs are coming from near and far to participate and commemorate the
installation with us – I think it will be a great day, and a great month. What a joy it is to finally
be here with you – and how much there is to look forward to as we learn and grow together. It
fills me up – and I hope you, too.
See you in church,

The Deacons: Jim Barfoot, Joe Fisler, Senior
Deacons; Beth Anterni, Peter Gray, Katy Killilea,
Judie Knilans, Dave Lewis, Max Pounder, Martha
Rice Sanders, Meghan Smith

Wheel of Life

Rev. Liz Lerner Maclay, Minister
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday
min@firstunitarianprov.org

Congratulations to:
Kaileigh Ahlquist and Joshua Keller,
daughter of Katherine and Steve Ahlquist
and son of Julie Meyers and David Keller, on
their marriage in August

The Caring Network
The First Unitarian Caring Network includes Chalice Circles, Mindful Grieving, the Deacons, the Women’s Alliance, Membership, Care Crew, and Phone
Buddies.

New Members Moira Greenson and Jeffrey
Kamminga, who were married this summer
Condolences to:
The family and friends of Ruth Worthen,
member since 2005, who died on the 17th of
September

The Care Crew
The Care Crew is ready to assist the congregation in times of need, such as illness, surgery recovery, transportation, errands, meals, home visits, cards, and calls. The Care Crew uses “Meal
Train” to organize meals, transportation, and errands for people who are ill and/or recovering
from surgery. Thanks to all 45 people who participated in the Care Crew last year.

Healing Thoughts to:
Our Building Manager, Jaime Durango, who
was injured on the job in September.

To be connected, contact Shirley (DiMatteo-shirley.dimatteo@yahoo.com), Steve (steven.
mccloy43@gmail.com), or Posey Kooris in the church office (admin@firstunitarianprov.org)
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Spiritual Pathways

Our Spiritual Pathways
Religious Education Program

Brave Space

Registration for the 2017-18 Year
Annual enrollment for our religious education
program for children and youth began in September. Online registration will be available on
the church website (www. firstunitarianprov. org)
throughout the year.
Please note: Families must register children and
youth each year.

Opening Sundays of worship and classes have been full of positive energy,
with feelings of connection and opportunity. We will continue to welcome
new families and greet those who are returning. I am pleased to be able to
spend time serving the generous adults who guide children and youth in
our congregation and glad to report that we have at least 50 volunteers on teacher teams this
fall. I thank everyone for their patience and flexibility in these early weeks as we adjust rooms,
add to supplies, support volunteer staff, and attend to individual needs.
Throughout the year, worship messages and group curricula will be theme-based and
cross the generations. In October we will explore what it means to be a people of Courage. A
programming priority is to be relevant in the daily lives of young people and families.
These can be challenging times for people of all ages. Parents certainly deal with busy
schedules, their work; both inside and outside of the home, daunting current events, relentless social media, as well as hopes and dreams for their children and youth. I’d like to hold up
four daily communication times when there might be openings for parents to share faith- related ideas with their families. I have taken them from “Think Orange,” adapted by Tim Atkins.
Many already do this. It’s a reminder.
• Meal Time – teaching core values through sharing stories from your day
• Drive Time – chatting with light-hearted dialogue about real-life issues
• Bed Time – practicing rituals to deeply listen to struggles, fears, and hopes; a time for
calm processing
• Morning – coaching with encouragement to have faith in having a good day
Our living UU tradition can be with us as we move through our days, impacting our own
families and the broader community. My work here at First Unitarian and for our UUA has
been inspired by the reading below, reflecting on the concept of “brave space.”

Faith Skills and Themes
The Spiritual Pathways program supports and
inspires Unitarian Universalist faith formation
through creating connections, empowering
passions, and discovering pathways for personal
transformation and to serve the world.
The five faith skills that are foundational to
our program philosophy are:
• Cultivating Spiritual Practices
• Navigating the UU Sources
• Articulating Your Faith
• Worshiping with Your Life
• Serving the World
These overarching themes for each age group
help guide our path:
• Newborns–Kindergarten: Welcoming Love
• 1st–5th grades: Exploring Community
• 6th–8th grades: Creating Connections
• 9th–12th grades: Empowering Passion
• Campus & Young Adults: Discovering Pathways
• Adults–Seniors: Supporting Lifelong Learning and Transitions

Together we will create brave space
Because there is no such thing as a “safe space”
We exist in the real world
We all carry scars and we have all caused wounds.
In this space
We seek to turn down the volume of the outside world,
We amplify voices that fight to be heard elsewhere,
We call each other to more truth and love
We have the right to start somewhere and continue to grow.
We have the responsibility to examine what we think we know,
We will not be perfect.
This space will not be perfect.
It will not always be what we wish it to be
But
It will be our brave space together,
and
We will work in it side by side.
		
– Micky ScottBey Jones, inspired by an unknown author’s poem

First Unitarian Resource Book
for 2017-18

Cathy Seggel, Director of Religious Education
401.421.7970
dre@firstunitarianprov.org

– Emma’s Revolution
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I look forward to being with your family,

FIRST UNITARIAN CHURCH

of

PROVIDENCE

Copies of our annual Resource Book have been
mailed to all member
households. This guide
includes a congregational calendar, information about our staff,
membership, programming for children, youth,
and adults, opportuniHope changes everything.
ties to connect and participate, and much more.
The Resource Book is also available on the
church website (www.firstunitarianprov.org).
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Sight Lines

Check Out Our NEW WEBSITE!
First Unitarian launched its new website at the
end of September. You’ll find a fresh, streamlined
design, revised text, and colorful graphics in an
easily navigable format. The site is intended to
be an informative and welcoming introduction
to folks interested in who we are, as well as a resource for members and friends about current
programs and activities.
Kudos to Bev and Bill Koteff for developing
the new site and getting it launched!

Harvey and Irma. Sounds like a romantic comedy set in New York in the
early twentieth century. Who knew what damage, pain, loss, and devastation could result from such a couple. Events over the past few weeks
call to mind the following observation from Shakyamuni Buddha, which
I have come to lean on in times of loss:
I am of the nature to grow old. There is no way to escape growing old.
I am of the nature to have ill health. There is no way to escape having ill health.
I am of the nature to die. There is no way to escape death.

Treasurer’s Report

All that is dear to me and everyone I love is of the nature to change. There is no way to
escape being separated from them.

Fiscal year FY17 was very successful, with pledges
being paid at a record rate of 96% of the amount
pledged.
Next year is a concern. To date no one has
stepped forward to chair the Annual Budget
(Pledge) Drive! It would be ideal if two individuals volunteered and cochaired the drive. We will
also need assistance from other members of the
congregation.
Anyone interested could contact President
Jay Glasson (pres@firstunitarianprov.org) or me
(courtstplace@hotmail.com) for details. We need
you for this important job!
– Graham Nye, Treasurer

My actions are my only true belongings. I cannot escape the consequences of my actions.
My actions are the grounds upon which I stand.
While many in the South have suffered greatly of late, we at First Unitarian have enjoyed
sunny late summer weather for the most part. We are blessed with the ability to move forward
in our new church year and have much going on in the coming months – Liz Maclay’s installation, overcoming obstacles to becoming a Sanctuary Church, establishing a legacy gifting
program, installing a new website, working with other faith-based groups on racial and social
justice, and rolling out a safe-congregation policy. There is something for everyone here at
First Unitarian, and something for everyone to do at First Unitarian.
This month, I would ask you to think about your relationship to First Unitarian, and what
actions you can take to make it a more vibrant, more inclusive, more understanding, more
tolerant, and a more effective religious experience. The foundation and long-term existence
of the church rely on the actions each of us takes in our daily interactions with the church,
its visitors, and its members. I urge you to think about your role in the life of the church, the
consequences of your actions, and how you can each strengthen this institution which has
served members like us for over 200 years.
And don’t forget to count your blessings.
Sincerely,

Ha ts O f f t o . . .
The senior high youth groupers who served as
water carriers at the Homecoming Service.
Coffee Hour Providers last Month: Mary Frappier, Janet Downing Taylor, Karen Boulanger-Folkes, Lyn Bradford, Joan Rollins, Betty Finn, Marilyn Eanet, Annette Casparis, Elissa Emerson, Anne
Connor, Roberta Groch, Suzanne Craig, Maureen
Pryor, Gerry Spremulli, Tony Allen, Rachel Spaulding, and all of you who brought something in to
surprise us.

Jay Glasson
President, Prudential Committee
pres@firstunitarianprov.org

Guests and Participants at the Installation Service
Local clerrgy from many denominations and UU clergy from Rhode Island and southeastern
Massachusetts have been invited to join us for the installation service on October 22. A number of friends and colleagues of the congregation and of Liz Lerner Maclay will be participating in the service of installation. Among those invited to take part in various elements of the
service are:
Invocation and Prayer – Rev. Vanessa Rush Southern, Senior Minister, UU Society of San
Francisco
Welcome – John Simmonds, Jay Glasson, Cynthia Rosengard
Greetings – Providence Mayor Jorge Elorza, Brown Chancellor Samuel Mencoff, and Rev.
Sarah Lammert, Co-Director of Ministries and Faith Development at the UUA
Charge to the Minister – Pastor David B. Smith, Executive Director of Worship and Associate Director of Music, All Souls Unitarian Church of Tulsa, OK
Charge to the Congregation – Rev. Nathan Detering, Senior Minister, Unitarian Universalist Area Church, Sherborn, MA

Find Us on Facebook!
First Unitarian’s Facebook page
is loaded with updates, useful
links, photos, and more! Type
“First Unitarian Providence” in
the search box and check it out!
If you are interested in posting a churchrelated event, email to Membership Coordinator
Jenn Nardone (mem@firstunitarianprov.org) or
contact the church office.
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The Women’s Alliance
Monthly Meeting
Monday, October 2
Business Meeting: 10:00a
Program: 11:00a followed by luncheon ($10)

October All-Parish Supper
Friday, October 13
Everyone, young and old and in between, is welcome at these monthly
gatherings of members and friends of the congregation.
5:45p Social Hour: Bring hors d’oeuvres to share and/or wine for your
own party if you wish.
6:15p Potluck Dinner: Please bring a dish to share that serves at least eight people. You can
bring a main dish, a vegetable, a salad, or a dessert.
7:45p Program in the Auditorium: Global Climate Change
Climate change threatens our futures and those of our children. Its impacts are global and
local, and the issues are economic, political, moral, and cultural. Dr. Timmons Roberts, professor of environmental studies and sociology at Brown University, has been researching climate change for 25 years. Each fall he brings a dozen Brown students to the United Nations
negotiations on Climate and Development. He is also a leader in the development of Rhode
Island’s first comprehensive climate change legislation in 2014 and of the current effort to
pass carbon pricing legislation in the state.
A dynamic and provocative speaker, Dr. Roberts will address a series of burning questions.
What are the main features of climate change that should concern us? How and to what extent is there hope of altering or modifying the course we are on? How are Rhode Island and
American politicians reacting? How is the rest of the world taking on this issue? What steps
can we be taking as individuals, as households, as a congregation, as a state and nation? The
talk will provide a broad picture of the issue and how it’s changing (and why there’s hope),
as well as a set of very concrete actions you can take to make a difference, individually and
collectively. Don’t miss this outstanding event!

“The Process and Fun of Quilting”
Speaker: Nancy Libby Fisher
Nancy will be assisted by Bobbi Fisler as she
describes and shows examples of the steps involved in making quilts. Nancy worked with Alliance members to create a quilt that was raffled
off as a fundraiser several years ago. She and
Bobbi made the “watercolor” chalice quilt given
to the women’s group at First Unitarian’s partner
church in Transylvania in 2015.
Nancy Libby Fisher has created more than 50 quilts
since she retired from the Rhode Island Department
of Health. Bobbi Fisler, who has been quilting since
2003, makes baby quilts that are quickly given
away.
All are welcome to attend the first Women’s Alliance program of the new church year.

Gourmet Coffee Sales in the Atrium
Why settle for any old coffee? You can create your
very own unique coffee using the gourmet coffees sold by the Women’s Alliance. They sell two
bold coffees, one medium, and two
decafs. All types come in both beans
and drip-grind in 12 oz. bags. And
all are organic and freshly roasted in
Rhode Island! Your purchase helps
the community – the Alliance donates proceeds
from its sales to worthy causes. Visit their coffee
table in the Atrium.

Reservations for the dinner are strongly requested. Please fill out the tear-off form in the
Sunday Meeting House Times and put it in the collection plate; see Jim Estey at Coffee Hour;
or call the church office in advance (401.421.7970). Childcare for infants and children to age
10 will be available for parents who request in advance; call Jim Estey (401.351.1748).

Saturday Social Supper
October 7, 5:30p
The October Social Supper will be at the home of Mary Frappier. Please contact Shirley DiMatteo for meal planning and reservations (shirley.dimatteo@yahoo.com). People new to the
church are encouraged to attend; it’s a very nice way to meet others from our church family.
Anyone interested in hosting an Intergenerational Supper or an Adult Supper is invited to
contact Shirley.

Save the Date

November All-Parish Supper

Art in the Atrium

Friday, November 10

The Art Collective – Join now!

Our speaker will be Russia scholar Joshua Rubenstein, Faculty Associate at the Harvard Center for
Russian Studies and long-time staff member of
Amnesty International USA. His topic will be “Understanding Today’s Russia.”.
Russia appears to be changing -- becoming
more assertive and even threatening in international affairs. Is Russia now our enemy again? Professor Rubenstein will discuss current events and
the changing relationship between the U.S. and
Russia in the light of President Putin’s domestic
and foreign policy initiatives and the pronouncements and policies of President Trump. Please
join us for this fascinating discussion.

One of the joys of our community life is art displays in the Atrium each month. We are fortunate to have so many talented artists among us whose creations stimulate, amuse, and
inspire us.
All church members who are artists – and those who just want to support our artists and
their shows in our Atrium Gallery – are invited to join the First Unitarian Art Collective. Membership in the Collective allows you to propose shows of your own work during the church
year. Chiara Van Erp schedules and curates the shows. All members will receive notices of our
shows, plus shows in other galleries in the area where our members are showing their art.
Membership dues are $10 per year (payable by check to First Unitarian Church, with a
notation “Art Collective”). We encourage all artists in our community, and anyone who appreciates our shows, to join. This gives us a funding base to work with for advertising, receptions,
and maintaining/improving our hanging technology.
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From the History Committee
Monthly meeting, Sunday, October 1, 12:00p
in the History Room

Path to Membership Class

The mission of the History Committee is to preserve and share the history of First Unitarian.
Interested church members and friends are welcome to join the committee as it plans for the
300th anniversary of the gathering of the congregation in 2020. The committee meets on the
first Sunday of every month in the History Room
at the top of the stairs in the Parish House.
The committee publishes greeting cards and
booklets featuring church history and images;
they will be available for purchase at the History
Committee Table in the Atrium on October 15.

Tuesday Evenings, October 10, 17 & 24, 7:00–9:00p
The Path to Membership class is for anyone who is interested in membership, or in learning more about Unitarian Universalism and First Unitarian. This three-session course is offered several times during the year. The
classes are led by our minister, Rev. Liz Lerner Maclay; our Director of Religious Education,
Cathy Seggel; and our Membership Coordinator, Jenn Nardone.
Childcare will be provided if requested in advance. Registration forms are available in the
Newcomers’ Café and on the Membership Board in the Parish House hallway.
For anyone interested in this class but unable to attend the Tuesday evening sessions,
alternative arrangements can be made. Please let Jenn Nardone know if you are interested.
For questions, contact: Jenn Nardone, Membership Coordinator (mem@ firstunitarianprov.
org) or call the church office (401.421.7970). On Sundays, Jenn can be found in the
Newcomers’ Cafe in the Parish House (behind the fireplace).

Contact: Janet Downing Taylor

Update on the Meeting House
Renovations

A Reprise of the 200th Anniversary of the Meeting House
Sunday, October 15 at noon in the Auditorium
If you witnessed the 200th Anniversary presentation last October
during the celebration Sunday service and would love to see it again
– or if you heard about it and wished you had been there – now is your
chance! The History Committee has created a video reproduction of the
anniversary program – complete with images of the “cast” and supporting graphics over the live audio recording.
The half-hour presentation tells the story of our magnificent Meeting House, from its 1816 rise from the ashes of our second Meeting
House through dramatic alterations and events in the Victorian era to
its restoration after the disastrous fire in 1966.
The video was brilliantly assembled by Oscar d’Angeac, a Brown
graduate student who worked with Keith Brown on the production,
and the committee extends its deepest appreciation to both of them.
There will be a brief Q&A after the presentation for those who would
like to learn more about the history of the Meeting House or about the
process of the making of video.
After this showing, the video will be posted on the new church website.

This October, our volunteer Restoration Contractor Selection Task
Force will be finalizing contractor
bid invitations with project architect Corrie de Boer. In addition
to requesting price quotes for
the 2018 Meeting House exterior
restoration, the November-issued bid invitations
will also request contractor experience, job site
examples, references, time estimates for completion, etc. Contractor responses will be scored and
compared by the committee in December to select the proposal providing the best quality work
for the most reasonable cost. Restoration work is
still expected to begin in early spring 2018.

Peter Van Erp as
John Holden Greene

Restoration Task Force: Betty Finn, Joe Wagner,
Henry Allsworth, Merrit Meyer, David House

Sandy Schacht as Rev.
Dr. Robert H. Schacht

If you would like any specific issues considered
as part of the bid invitation process, contact
David House (dlhouse51@comcast.net) .

Save the Date

Our Coffee Hour Celebrates Fall!

Veterans Day Celebration and First Unitarian Fundraiser

It’s time for all those wonderful apple and pumpkin seasonal treats at Coffee Hour. Remember,
our Coffee Hour is a cooperative effort organized
by the Women’s Alliance with donations from our
congregation (peanut- and peanut-butter–free,
please!) of baked goods, brownies, cookies, fruit,
cheese and crackers, sandwiches, coffee cake,
and more. We welcome donations made at home
or bought at a store. Each Sunday we need eight
people bringing donations that serve 24 each.

Saturday, November 11 at 7:30p
On Veterans Day, Charlie Sweigart – stage, Hollywood, and TV-series actor
– will share a moving portrait of his WWII-veteran father, Roy Sweigart. Poignant, thought-provoking, and funny, Charlie’s one-man, multicharacter
show is an expression of love and resolution between parents and their
children. Charlie is staging this newly revised production as a fundraising
gift to the congregation in appreciation for the warm welcome he has experienced as a participant in our church community.
Please plan to join us at 7:30p on Saturday, November 11, in the Parish House Auditorium
for this not-to-be-missed theatrical performance and a post-performance reception. Suggested donation is $25 at the door. All proceeds will be given to support the mission of our
congregation.

Sign-ups are preferred in order to plan for
each upcoming Sunday. Sign up in the first
parlor during Coffee Hour and go home with a
reminder so you won’t forget.

For more information, contact David House (dlhouse51@ comcast.net).
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Social Justice

Spiritual Development

Standing on the Side of Love

Chalice Circles
Sign-up & Sampler, Sunday, October 1, 12:00p

A new shipment of SSL T-shirts has just arrived! Yours for $20 at the SSL
table in Coffee Hour.

Our small group ministry program is for those
seeking deeper connections within our church
community. On October 1, you have an opportunity to experience a brief Chalice Circle session
and to sign up for a fall group, depending on
space availability.

Supporting Black Lives Matter
Here are some upcoming opportunities to show our support for Black Lives Matter in our
community:

March for Racial Justice
Sunday, October 1, 3:00–5:00p

For more information, contact Registrar Janet
Downing Taylor (jdtaylo39@verizon.net).

This is a sister march to the one being held in Washington, DC on September 30. The march
will start at India Point Park and proceed to the State House.

Five Questions

Indigenous People’s Day, PRONK Parade
Monday, October 9

Save the Date
Six Thursdays at 7:00p
November 2, 9, 16, 30, December 7, 14

Tables and performances, art-making stations, information tables at 2:00p, then a parade
starting at 5:00p from The Wild Colonial on South Water Street to the Hurricane Barrier.

A lasting gift of grace from Rev. Charlie Ortman,
Five Questions offers a guide for transformative
spiritual reflection. This is an opportunity to articulate your understanding of self, purpose, meaning, and connection, leading to a personal credo.

There will no doubt be numerous other opportunities to show up for racial justice, so look for
the date for our next SSL meeting in October, or visit our table in the Atrium to find out more.
Sign up at the SSL table during Coffee Hour or contact katherine.ahlquist@gmail.com

To register, contact Mel Shelly (melshelly46@
gmail.com)

Sanctuary Host Steering Committee
In the coming month, we will be preparing a room for someone seeking sanctuary in our
church. We have made contact with Mayor Elorza’s office, and they are very eager to help us
though our final city hurdles to get our sanctuary project up and running. Now it is up to us,
as a congregation, to get trained so we will know what to do once someone calls us. Check
the Meeting House Times for upcoming training dates, and for a list of items we need to furnish
the room.

Benevolent Street Zendo
An Ongoing Zen Meditation Group
Every Monday at 7:00p

Monthly Meeting, Sunday, October 1 at 12:15p

Benevolent Street Zendo is a member community of the Boundless Way Zen Sangha, an interfaith Zen community. All are welcome.
Brief orientation for newcomers at 6:45p. Call
or text Cindy Bapties (401.573.0881) for details.

The Neighborhood Social Justice Committee takes on projects to lighten the load of low-income and homeless Rhode Islanders. Please join us to learn more about our work and perhaps to contribute some ideas of your own. Leadership volunteers are needed.

Innate Wisdom and Compassion
Meditation

Neighborhood Social Justice

Every Wednesday at 7:00p

Loaves & Fishes Mission

This drop-in group offers guided meditations of
wisdom, love, and compassion, adapted from Tibetan Buddhism.
Contact: Ken Bent (kenbent@cox.net)

Tuesday, October 3 from noon to 7:00p
On the first Tuesday of every month, volunteers deliver food, clothing, and respectful companionship to those at Emmanuel House, a homeless shelter in Providence. All are welcome
and encouraged to come to the church at 12:00p to prepare sandwiches or at 3:00p to collect
clothes and help to load food and clothes in the cars.
Thanks to all who so generously donate to the monthly Loaves & Fishes Missions. We appreciate your ongoing support.

Reimagining Religion
Second and fourth Tuesdays at 7:00p
An ongoing attempt to come to grips with issues raised by radically new developments in the
study of religion in the twenty-first century.

For more on NSJ and the Loaves & Fishes mission, contact Joe Salvatore (joesuu@gmail.com)

Y’all Come Community Lunch

Leader: Tom Hall (twh2nd@aol.com)

Saturday, October 14 at Beneficent Church, Providence

UUMen

Neighborhood Social Justice continues its collaboration with the Beneficent Congregational Church, with
the Y’All Come Community Lunch for the homeless.
The event takes place twice a year. Please save the
date and stop by the NSJC table for more information or to see how you can help. Volunteers
are needed to prepare dishes for the potluck. Thank you!

Sunday, October 8, 7:00–9:00p
This will be a no-topic conversation for men.
These always go to interesting places; the same
should happen this Columbus Day weekend.
Facilitator: Tim Dawes
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Community Collections 2017-18
One Sunday each month, First Unitarian donates
its non-pledge Sunday offering to a charitable
cause, a practice we have been following for
more than a decade. The Community Collections
Committee has selected the following organizations to receive this year’s contributions.

Volunteer at First Unitarian’s
Food Share Pantry
Distribution Day: Monday, October 16
The biggest social justice program at First Unitarian is the Food Share
Pantry. It takes many volunteers to keep the program going! Volunteer with your van or truck to transport food
from the RI Food Bank to the church, or volunteer for a shift
on Distribution Day, the third Thursday of each month:
Set-up: 2:00p–3:00p
Shopping with clients: 3:00p–5:00p
Restock, recycle, and clean up: 5:00p–6:00p

September 10 (Homecoming)
The collection for First Unitarian and the UUA
Sanctuary Movement brought in $1,272.06.
Thank you all for your generous contributions.
October 15 – Pawtucket Backpackers
Provides assistance to 250 students including
breakfast, lunch/dinner and snacks each week
costing $3.50/child/week

Contacts: Martha Manno (Mmanno7@comcast.net) or Judy
Ortman (jbortman@aol.com)

November 19 – Loaves & Fishes Mission
Provides monthly food distribution from First
Unitarian to the homeless at Emmanuel House in
Providence

The Pantry Is Open to All
You probably know that volunteers at First Unitarian
run a very well attended food pantry. But did you know
Anne Connor and Martha Manno
that members of the congregation who are in need are check over supplies before client
also welcome to take part and receive food? You do not shopping begins.
have to be receiving government help or otherwise
demonstrate need. Just come to the church after 2:30p on the third Monday and fill out a
brief registration form.

January 28 – Transylvania Partner Church
Assistance to our Partner Church in Transylvania
for expansion of their worship space, so all congregants can gather together
February 11
Sojourner House – A comprehensive domestic
and sexual violence agency
Day One – Working to reduce the prevalence of
sexual abuse and violence in Rhode Island

First Unitarian: A Center for Human Rights
Presentation on Human Rights, Sunday, October 29 at 12:15p
In our work for international human rights, First Unitarian is a leader in our Greater Providence
community. In December, we will observe International Human Rights Day with what will
be our 30th annual Write-a-thon for Human Rights. We invite the entire community to join
in a free, public event, to write letters appealing for the release of prisoners of conscience in
countries around the world. Using material from international human rights organizations,
we provide the material for letters that not only bring hope to these prisoners, but can help
achieve their freedom. You write the letters: we mail them.
What is a prisoner of conscience? Who are they? Why are they in prison, and for what
offense? How did we learn about them? How effective is our work? How do we know how to
appeal for their freedom?
Our World Affairs Committee has engaged in the work to free prisoners of conscience for
many years with assistance from Amnesty International. This year, besides material provided
by Amnesty, we will also use material provided by Benenson 49, an international organization
dedicated to human rights.
You may have heard about Amnesty International, with which we have had a long connections, but what is Benenson 49? Learn about all this at our presentation on Sunday afternoon,
October 29.

April 15 – Pets in Need
Low-cost, affordable pet care veterinary clinic in
East Providence
May 20 – Dorcas International Institute
Empowering individuals and families to become
self-sufficient and fully participating members of
our diverse community

Join the Green Team!
Fourth Thursdays, 7:30p

Mark your calendars for the Girl Effect Holiday Sale to benefit girls’ education around the
world. On three Sundays in November and December, beautiful, unique fair-trade gift items
from around the world will be on sale in the Atrium.
The proceeds from the sale are donated to nonprofits committed to girls’ education.

The Green Team Environmental Task Force promotes environmental issues and sustainable
living in and outside First Unitarian. Caring for
our environment is an important responsibility
because those who are most impacted by environmental destruction are often those with the
least power. Creating a sustainable way of life is
central to our view of a just and compassionate
world. We invite all who share these values to get
involved in our broad and growing movement
for climate justice and join us on this journey of
connection, sustainability, and hope.

Please contact Suzanne Alden (suzannealden@comcast.net), our new volunteer coordinator,
if you would like to join this effort.

Contact: Kristen Ivy Moses (kristenivymoses@
gmail.com)

The Girl Effect Task Force
Holiday Sale, November 12 & 19 and December 3, 10:00a–12:30p

Save the Date
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For more information on these and future programs (meeting locations, contact
information, etc.), see details in this church newsletter or at www.firstunitarianprov.org.

Sunday

Monday

3

2

1
Worship 10:30a
at 12:00
Chalice Circle
Sign-up/Sampler
Community Band
at 12:15p
Neighborhood SJ
History Comm

8

Tuesday

Women’s Alliance
Business Meeting
10:00a
Program 11:00a
followed by
luncheon
Zendo 7:00p

9

HOLIDAY

Worship 10:30a

Church Office
Closed

4

Loaves & Fishes
Mission
12:00–7:00p
Knitting for a
Better World 7:00p

10

Knitting for a
Better World 7:00p

15

Zendo 7:00p

16

Thursday
5

Friday
6

Reimaging
Religion 7:00p

17

Saturday
7

Nominating
Committee 1:00p

Prudential
Committee 6:00p
Meditation 7:00p

11

Saturday Social
Supper
(M. Frappier)

Five Wishes 7:00p

12

13

Deacons 5:30p
Path Class 7:00p

UU Men 7:00p

Wednesday

October 2017

Community Life
Ministry 7:00p

Atrium Art Exhibit
Opening 5:00p

Meditation 7:00p

All-Parish Supper
5:45p
Program 7:45p

18

Five Wishes 7:00p

19

14
Y’all Come Lunch
at Beneficient
Church

20

21

27

28

Worship 10:30a
at 12:00p
Mentor
Orientation
at 12:15p
200th Anniversary
Video

22

Food Pantry
2:00p–6:00p
Path Class 7:00p
Zendo 7:00p

23

Knitting for a
Better World 7:00p

24

Meditation 7:00p

25

Five Wishes 7:00p

26

Worship 10:30a

Path Class 7:00p
Installation
Service 4:00p

29

Zendo 7:00p

Knitting for a
Better World 7:00p

Standing on the
Side of Love 7:00p

Reimaging
Religion 7:00p

Meditation 7:00p

31

30

Worship 10:30a
Teacher Lunch
12:00p
World Affairs
Presentation
12:15p

Worship Comm.
6:00p
Zendo 7:00p

Knitting for a
Better World 7:00p

Five Wishes 7:00p
Green Team 7:30p

