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I  n  s  i  d  e

We are a 
Welcoming CongregationSunday, September 3 (Last Summer Sunday Service)  

There Was, and There Was Not: Lessons from an Armenian’s Pilgrimage to Turkey 
10:00a  Janice Okoomian

Sunday, September 10 Homecoming/Water Communion – Multigenerational 
10:30a  Cathy Seggel, DRE and Rev. Liz Lerner Maclay
Come celebrate in ways both new and timeless as we gather for a new church year and a new 
ministry. We arrive from the various paths of our summers, bringing water that marks the 
fluid, current-borne journeys we share together as a community of faith and love. This service 
is for all ages. Invite your neighbors or friends! And please bring water representing places or 
experiences you had over the summer months.

Our Community Collection will be for the First Unitarian Sanctuary Congregation 
and the UUA Sanctuary Movement.

Childcare for infants to three-year-olds will be open on the second floor of the Parish House. 
Church school registration open before and after the service. 

Sunday, September 17 The Point of Welcome, or A Secret History of I-95  
10:30a  Rev. Liz Lerner Maclay
Countless stories from countless ages and traditions remind us of the importance of wel-
come, teach us that hospitality is not just significant but sacred, faithful, and fateful. But the 
point of welcome isn’t hospitality itself; it’s what deep welcome makes possible: trust, con-
nection, relationship, community, even love, even justice, even peace. Figuring out how to 
offer welcome in all the ways it may be needed is a challenge. And the truths and people and 
communion that unfold in the wake of welcome well offered and well received may amaze us.

First day of Sunday school. Grades K and older begin in the Meeting House. 
Origins and Play Circle/Pre-K (infants–four years) meet in the classrooms 

on the second floor of the Parish House. 

Sunday, September 24 The End Is Where You Start From, Part I  
10:30a  Rev. Liz Lerner Maclay
Rosh Hashanah starts on September 20. This holiday is all about starting a new year, not 
with naïve optimism but with engaged hope. It’s about putting our relationships before all 
else. It’s about teshuvah, repentence – and the belief that all of us have something to make 
amends for. Put these together, figure out what enacting these values and beliefs looks like 
– and we find that it’s never too late for renewal, for feeling the freshness and energy that 
come with starting over.

Young people begin in their classrooms and worship in Chapel. 
Our Annual Ice Cream Social follows the Coffee Hour (see page 5).

Sunday, October 1 Postcards from the Edge of Civility: Is Facebook Faithful? 
10:30a  Rev. Liz Lerner Maclay  
Like any tool, social media can be used for good or for ill, with care or contempt. Studies show 
people address each other via screens (texts, Twitter, Facebook) with scorn they never would 
express in person. Our own online engagement across UU congregations and continental 
organizations confirm those studies, despite our affirmation of “the inherent worth and dig-
nity of every human being.” So how do we, as people of faith, counteract the “othering’’ effect 
of a keyboard and a screen? How can we stay strong for each other and our first principle, 
together with our imperatives of justice and ethics?

Young people begin in their classrooms and worship in Chapel. 
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Lately . . . Deacons’ Corner
Starting the new church year is always 
a time for renewal, and for new dis-
coveries. We have five new additions 
to the Board of Deacons this year, and 
we thought it would be a good idea 
to remind everyone who we are and what that 
might mean to you. 
 Our Deacons – there are ten of us – come 
with a range of backgrounds of activities and 
service in the First Unitarian community, such as 
Religious Education, choir, Social Justice, Wom-
en’s Alliance, and various committees, as well as 
recently joining us from other UU congregations. 
Deacons are here to be extra eyes and ears, alert 
to what is happening with any of our communi-
ty, passing along ideas, concerns, and needs to 
where they can best be met. 
 We initiate and support a variety of activities 
designed to strengthen our sense of the First 
Unitarian community as a supportive, safe, and 
loving family. And, in particular, we are here to 
support our new minister in any way we can. 
 Please feel free to speak with any one of us 
about what’s going on anywhere in our commu-
nity with questions, comments, or things that 
need attention. If we don’t know the answer, we’ll 
do our best to find it. 
 This year’s Deacons are: Beth Anterni*, Jim 
Barfoot#, Joe Fisler#, Peter Gray*, Katy Killilea, 
Judie Knilans, Dave Lewis, Max Pounder*, Martha 
Rice Sanders*, and Meghan Smith*. 
*New Deacons this year  #Senior Deacons

As I write this newsletter column in early August, I’m still in Maryland, with 
a to-do list longer than my arm. I am full of anticipation and eagerness to 
be in Rhode Island soon, and anxiety over how much needs to be done 
in the meantime. In this liminal place, moving between (both figuratively 
and literally) one state and another, I suddenly came upon these lines in 

Too Like the Lightning, by Ada Palmer:  
 “For example, do you know what Providence is?” 
 “That everything happens for a reason.”
 “Yes that’s right. And specifically that everything happens for a good reason. There are 

lots of different philosophies that believe in some kind of Providence.”
 As you would imagine, this passage takes on a particular significance if you are me, right 
now. I absolutely believe in “some kind of Providence,” the kind of Providence that is grounded, 
for me, by First Unitarian and all you have shown me you are and wish to be.
 By the time you read this, I will have “arrived.” At first, I’ll be commuting from Cape Cod, 
where my husband, Tim, and I have a little cottage in Brewster. At the end of August, we will 
be preparing to move into a new home in south Lincoln; I will be starting to set up my office 
at church; I will be meeting with you by appointment, and bumping into you by good fortune, 
and getting to know you. I am so looking forward to all of it! 
 In the meantime, here’s some information that might be useful as we get going together. 
  Office hours: I will generally be in the office Mondays, Tuesdays, and Wednesdays and avail-
able to meet by appointment on those days. Thursday is my study and writing day, work I do 
at home. Friday is my day off.  
 How to reach me: I check my church voicemail and email whenever I’m in the office. I’ll 
check email less often from home. If it’s important, call me at the office or at home (once our 
new phone is installed), because if there’s a lot of volume, email can sometimes get a little 
back-logged. Please reserve calling for things that are really urgent or an emergency. 
 My starting schedule: August 1 – my official first day on the job, though we’ve already had a 
few staff and leadership meetings. Though the church office is officially closed in early August, 
I’ll be at First Unitarian some days for meetings (commuting from Cape Cod until we move 
into our new home at the end of the month). Please note: from August 11 until August 27, I will 
be away for a long-planned family trip to Scotland. August 28 – I’m back in Providence and 
starting the new church year.
 May these be years of strength and beauty and spirit and goodness for us all and for all 
whose lives we touch.
 See you in church,

W h e e l  o f  L i f e

Condolences to: 
Rebecca Alberg and family on the death her 
father-in-law, Richard Alberg

Sean and Anne Connor on the death of Sean’s 
older sister, Ann Connor Doak, in Baltimore

The Ahlburn and Emerick families on the 
death of Ruth Lawrence, their stepmother and 
wife of our former, late minister, Tom Ahlburn

Rev. Liz Lerner Maclay, Minister
Office Hours: Monday, Tuesday, and Wednesday
min@firstunitarianprov.org

The Caring Network
The First Unitarian Caring Network includes Chalice Circles, Mindful Grieving, 
the Deacons, the Women’s Alliance, Membership, Care Crew, and Phone Bud-
dies. Information on several of programs can be found on pages 2, 6, and 8.

The Care Crew
The Care Crew is ready to assist the congregation in times of need, such as 
illness, surgery recovery, transportation, errands, meals, home visits, cards, and calls. The Care 
Crew uses “Meal Train” to organize meals, transportation, and errands for people who are ill 
and/or recovering from surgery. Thank you to all 45 people who participated in these endeav-
ors last year. 

To be connected to the Care Crew, please contact Shirley Dimatteo (DiMatteo-shirley.
dimatteo@yahoo.com), Steve McCloy (steven.mccloy43@gmail.com), or Posey Kooris in the 
church office (admin@firstunitarianprov.org) 
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Spiritual Pathways
What Does It Mean to Be a  
People of Welcome?
I am looking forward to welcoming everyone to our congregation of chil-
dren, youth, and adults as the summer season wanes. This church year 

holds fresh opportunities to leap into a comprehensive ministry for all ages. I am also antic-
ipating the spirited energy of a new partnership with our next settled minister. Liz Maclay 
and I have been meeting, in preparation for our shared ministry. This year, we will coordinate 
worship and faith development themes to provide anchors and sails for creating connections, 
empowering passions, discovering spiritual pathways, and acting for justice to transform the 
world. 
 We live in a time that calls for both resistance and love. Adults, youth, and children can find 
spiritual practices and life resources in our faith community that balance deep reflection and 
care for one another with learning effective ways to co-create a world that actively dismantles 
intersectional oppressions. You will find connections and meaningful relationships here. There 
will be experiential, innovative programming to inspire Unitarian Universalist spiritual devel-
opment and an active family ministry that is relevant and accessible. 
 This summer, in order to be ready to enthusiastically greet the coming season, I connected 
with new and continuing volunteer teachers, worked on the new congregational Resource 
Book, reviewed fresh curricula, sorted and organized files and classrooms, and prepared a vari-
ety of communications and forms. It was also a time of listening and processing about my own 
role in systems and a culture of white supremacy and intersectional oppressions in our local 
and global communities. I have recommitted myself and my work to dismantling that culture. 
 There were lectures and workshops galore. In June, I traveled to New Orleans for the UUA 
General Assembly, where I completed my term as LREDA president and attended professional 
day, led by Rev. Deanna Vandiver, Director of the Center for Ethical Living and Social Justice 
Renewal, who spoke of faith formation in a time of radical awakening. Then, Ware lecturer 
Bryan Stevenson, author of Just Mercy, shared four essential things that we must do to create 
a more just and equal world:

• Get proximate to the poor, the excluded, neglected, and abused; 
• Change the narratives that underlie racism and other inequalities; 
• Stay hopeful about creating justice; and 
• Be willing to do uncomfortable things. 

I absorbed the lessons of multicultural sociologist educator Robin D’Angelo, unpacking the 
impact of white fragility and ways our society and institutions are fraught with patterns that 
impede justice.
 In July, during Star Island Lifespan RE Week, I reflected about growing UUs in a changing 
world. We explored the themes of curiosity, mutuality, justice, accountability, and co-creativity 
as key to healthy faith formation amid today’s challenges.
 There is so much more to do, so much justice to make, balancing resistance and love, 
together. 
 September’s themes for worship and learning at First Unitarian blend the concepts of wel-
come and faith: 

• What do we promise each other and our world? 
• What does it mean to be a People of Welcome? 

 I must add that in July and August, I also swam in the ocean, cuddled grandchildren, and 
picked berries . . . and, that summer doesn’t officially end until September 21!
 I look forward to being with you,

Cathy Seggel, Director of Religious Education
401.421.7970
dre@firstunitarianprov.org

Spiritual Pathways Religious 
Education Program
Registration for the 2017-18 Year
Annual enrollment for our religious education 
program for children and youth begins in Sep-
tember, in person, on Homecoming Sunday, Sep-
tember 10. Online registration will be available 
on the church website (www. firstunitarianprov. 
org).
Please note: Families must register children and 
youth each year.

Schedule of Opening Events
Sunday, September 10
10:30a – Homecoming/Water Communion
A Multigenerational Worship Service 
Childcare for infants to three-year-olds will be 
open on the second floor of the Parish House. 
Registration for Sunday School begins before 
church and continues during Coffee Hour in the 
Atrium.

Tuesday, September 12
7:00p – Teacher Orientation in the Parish House 
and classrooms.

Sunday, September 17
10:30a – First Sunday school session
Grades K and older begin in the Meeting House 
for the first portion of the worship service, leav-
ing with teachers for classes. Nursery/Toddler 
and Pre-K begin in classrooms.
12:00–12:30p – Coming of Age Parent Orienta-
tion in the Haynes Room

First Unitarian Resource Book  
for 2017-18
Copies of our annual Resource Book have been 
mailed to all member households. This guide 
includes a congrega-
tional calendar, infor-
mation about our 
staff, membership, 
programming for 
children, youth, and 
adults, opportunities 
to connect and par-
ticipate, and much 
more.
 The Resource Book  
is also available on the church website (www.
firstunitarianprov.org).
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Jay Glasson
President, Prudential Committee
pres@firstunitarianprov.org

There I was, sitting on a park bench in Savannah, Georgia, last March, 
thinking of what the future might hold and the changes that might come 
with it . . . and here I am, five months later, writing to you as the newly 
elected President of the First Unitarian Church of Providence. To say I didn’t 
see this coming would be grand understatement. As the Buddha said, life 

can change in the swish of a horse’s tail.
 First things first. Thank you Charlie Ortman for all you did for our congregation: true pasto-
ral care. And thank you Keith Brown and Cynthia Rosengard for your steady leadership of the 
Prudential Committee these past two years.
 A number of people have asked me what I hope to accomplish as President this year, and 
I have come to the conclusion that it will be successfully shepherding change. As you know, 
we have a new minister, Liz Lerner Maclay, and a Prudential Committee with seven(!) new 
members. With every new called or interim minister comes a level of transition and change for 
the congregation. For many congregants, change at any level can be disquieting, difficult, and 
unwelcome; for other congregants, it is new, exciting, and way past due. For all of us, change 
is part of the natural order and human condition. 
 As Unitarians, we outwardly embrace openness, tolerance, and understanding, all values 
that bind us together in community. The changes we may experience this year will challenge, 
excite, confound, and disturb us, but hopefully will reflect the Prudential Committee’s vision 
for the direction of the church in a time of transition. I am sure Liz has her own vision for the 
future of our congregation, and I ask you to work with her to make it both a shared vision as 
well as a future reality.
 What do I expect from the Prudential Committee this year? I would like to see us: 

• create a Legacy Gifting Program to address our long-term financial needs and speak can-
didly about money and estate planning as an instrument to insure the financial health of 
the church; 

• install a new website and effectuate a new communications strategy, both of which are 
essential to the future growth and involvement of the congregation in the church; 

• implement a Safe Congregation Policy to insure that everyone feels safe and listened to 
at First Unitarian; 

• provide Sanctuary for those in need; 
• activate Social Justice outreach, building connections with other faith-based communi-

ties and participating with those groups in serving the needy and unrepresented; and 
finally and most importantly, 

• install Liz as our eighteenth minister, while helping her transition and thrive here at First 
Unitarian (see announcements below and in the sidebar on this page).

 The Prudential Committee cannot accomplish these goals themselves. We need the help, 
assistance, knowledge, and skills of the congregation to effectuate our vision for the new year. 
We need you to embrace this year of transition, and the challenges and changes which will 
come with it, with openness, tolerance, and understanding. I know you will.

Sight Lines    The Installation of  
Rev. Elizabeth Lerner Maclay
Sunday, October 22 at 4:00p
The congregation of the First Unitarian Church 
of Providence will install Rev. Elizabeth Lerner 
Maclay as our eighteenth settled minister on 
Sunday, October 22, in the Meeting House. The 
centerpiece of this special celebration will be a 
mutual covenant for our shared ministry with Liz.
 Be sure to add October 22 to your calendars 
for this important milestone in our church his-
tory and our ministry. We hope as many church 
members as possible will share this joyful occa-
sion together. More details about the service and 
opportunities to help out will be announced in 
upcoming communications.

Contact: Bill Koteff (bkoteff@gmail.com)

Treasurer’s Report: Good News!
This past fiscal year ending on June 30, 2017, 
was very successful. In our budgeting  process, 
First Unitarian estimates that 93% of the mon-
ies pledged during the canvass will be fulfilled. 
(This percentage is based on an average of past 
receipts.) This year we exceeded that estimate by 
3.5%, or $12,836, achieving a 96.5% fulfillment 
rate, slightly above the denominational average 
for the first time in many years. Thanks to all of 
you who met your pledge obligation. 
 At year’s end, substantial unbudgeted costs 
for maintenance were offset with the limit-
ing of health insurance deductible costs and 
strong Sunday plate cash collections. With larg-
er receipts, we were able to close the books on 
2016-17 with a surplus of a little over $10,000.  

 – Graham Nye, Treasurer 

H a t s  O f f  t o  . . .

Committee on Ministry Appointed
The PruComm has appointed a Committee on Ministry to support Rev. Liz Lerner Maclay as 
she settles into her ministry with us. The committee is assisting with the October installation 
service and helping Liz get to know the workings of the church and facilitating communica-
tion between her, the many church committees and groups, and the wider congregation.
 The initial members of the committee are: Bill Koteff, Wendy Oliver, Martha Rice Sanders, 
Rick Richards, and Bill Twaddell.

Our Summer Service Speakers: Kathi Fisler, Nan-
cy Dooley, Len Cabral, Omar Bah, Suzanne Alden, 
Polly Walker, Emily Bruce, Sandy Greenberg, Rev. 
Gwendolyn Howard, John Petell, Bailey Saddle-
mire, Janice Okoomian; and Musicians: Greg 
Moses, Nancy Nicholson, Janice Okoomian, Phil 
Gruppuso, John Debossu, Kelley Smith, Chris 
Sanzo, Jill and Rebecca Malin, Aubrey Atwater, 
Elwood Donnelly, Gregory Waksmulski, Rachel 
Meade, John Moran, the High Society Hot Jazz 
Orchestra, Claire Rosenbaum, Neil Bartholomew, 
and Lynda Gulley. 

Mary Frappier for emergency phone coverage 
while the church was closed for summer vaca-
tion. 

Save the Date
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Newcomers’ Café
Every Sunday during Coffee Hour
Held in the elegant and intimate Paneled Parlor, 
the Café is hosted by a rotating cast of church 
members and offers coffee, goodies, and fellow-
ship. If you’re new to the church, this is a great 
place to meet people in a less daunting setting 
than the regular Coffee Hour. If you’ve been 
around for a while, this is a great place to help 
new folks get acclimated. 

To sign on as a Café host, contact:  Jennifer 
Nardone, Membership Coordinator (mem@
firstunitarianprov.org)

Welcome Back Coffee Hour
While catching up with old friends, meeting new 
ones, and enjoying our Coffee Hour after the ser-
vice, take a moment to sign up to provide good 
things to eat for an upcoming Sunday. Our Coffee 
Hour is a cooperative effort of the Women’s Alli-
ance, featuring donations from our congregation 
of peanut- and peanut-butter-free baked goods, 
brownies, cookies, fruit, cheese and crackers, 
sandwiches, coffee cake, and more. Donations 
can be made at home or bought at a store. Each 
Sunday we need eight to ten people bringing 
donations that serve 24 each. 

Sign-ups are preferred in order to plan for each 
upcoming Sunday. You can sign up in the first 
parlor during Coffee Hour and go home with a 
reminder so you won’t forget.

Atrium Bookstore Reopens!
The Atrium Bookstore reopens on September 
10 and is open every Sunday during the regular 
church year in the Atrium during Coffee Hour. 
Besides the books that we get from the UUA’s 
own Beacon Press and Skinner House, we also 
offer books from Skylight Paths Publishing, an 
interfaith publisher of various faith traditions. We 
have copies of the recent reading group books 
– The New Jim Crow and The Third Reconstruc-
tion – as well as books by our own members and 
friends. Please stop by and browse our selections. 

Welcome Back Ice Cream Social
Sunday, September 24, after Coffee Hour (12:00p)
It’s that time of year again! Come to our Ice Cream 
Social to celebrate the start of the new church year. Say 
hi to some old friends and meet some new ones on the 

front lawn. Bring a picnic or purchase a hot dog. Invite a friend!  See you there!

Sponsored by the Religious Education and Membership Committees

Welcome to All Newcomers, Members, and Friends!
Welcome to all the Newcomers who have visited First Unitarian over the summer, to all the 
Friends and Members who have been away for the summer months, and anyone visiting for 
the first time. Our new church year gets under way at our Homecoming/In-Gathering Sun-
day on September 10. This promises to be a year of new beginnings, new friendships, new 
activities, and new possibilities. We are all looking forward to coming together in our beloved 
community.! 
 Below are some ways you can help to create a community of hospitality.

– Jennifer Nardone, Membership Coordinator

Wear Your Name Tag — Or Get a New One 
This year we have a new minister joining us. Imagine coming into a community as the minister 
where everyone knows your name and you have so many new ones to learn. Wearing your 
name tag is a thoughtful way to help our new minister, and newcomers, find their way into our 
community. It helps all of us learn each other’s names, and reminds us of names we just can’t 
quite remember. It signals that we are welcoming and ready for conversation. 
 If you need a new name tag, you can request one on the sign-up sheet (on the clip board) 
on the Welcome Table in the Parish House hallway.
 Thank you for wearing your name tag! 
 
Help Meet the Parking Challenge 
The start of a new church year, as we welcome newcomers and returning friends, is a good 
time to remind ourselves that parking on Sunday mornings can be challenging. Let’s think 
of those who have never attended, cannot walk far, and those bringing small people. We all 
do our best to be considerate, but maybe we can do a little better. Can those of us who are 
able-bodied walk a little farther, leave the parking lot open for the elderly and young families 
among us? And for the newcomer who has never been here? 
 Parking is available at the Hope Club lot (most Sundays) across Benevolent Street and in 
the Brown University Horace Mann lot on George Street. Street parking means only a short 
walk. By planning ahead, we can all make the parking challenge more manageable for every-
one. 

Flowers for Sunday Services
Flowers each Sunday are donated by members and friends in honor or 
memory of a loved one. Donors are acknowledged in the order of ser-
vice. Whether the flowers are a florist’s arrangement or picked from a 
garden, people always comment on how they brighten the pulpit. 
    Jacqui Nye will be glad to explain how you can provide an arrange-
ment and to schedule your donation. Your Sunday flower offering will be 
greatly appreciated. 

Contact: Jacqui Nye (funjac@hotmail.com) with “Sunday Flowers” in the 
subject line.

Glass flowers
at the pulpit 
by Chris Belleau 
of Gallery Belleau 

Find Us on Facebook!
First Unitarian’s Facebook page 
is loaded with updates, useful 
links, photos, and more! Type 

“First Unitarian Providence” in the search box and 
check it out! 
 If you are interested in posting a church-related 
event, send an email to Membership Coordinator 
Jenn Nardone (mem@firstunitarianprov.org) or 
contact the church office (401.421.7970). 

Community Life
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Community Life The Women’s Alliance 
September Is Alliance Membership 
Recruitment Month
Find out about programs and activities of the 
Alliance at the their Coffee Sales table in the Atri-
um during Coffee Hour. If you are interested in 
joining, pick up a membership packet.

– Alliance President Nori Duncan

Monthly Meeting 
Monday, October 2
Business Meeting: 10:00a
Program: 11:00a followed by luncheon ($10)
All are welcome to attend the first Women’s Alli-
ance program of the new church year on October 
2, “The Process and Fun of Quilting,” presented by 
one of our own members, Nancy Libby Fisher, 
assisted by Bobbi Fisler. Nancy will display items 
of her handiwork and describe the steps she fol-
lows to create them.

Camp Street Ministries 
Save your grocery receipts from Eastside Market-
place and place them in the collection box at the 
back table in the Atrium near the Haynes Room. 
The Women’s Alliance collects them for the  ben-
efit of Camp Street Ministries.

Gourmet Coffee Sales in the Atrium
Why settle for any old coffee. You can create your 
very own unique coffee using the gourmet cof-
fees sold by the Women’s Alliance. They sell two 
bold coffees, one medium, and two 
decafs. All types come in both beans 
and drip-grind 12 oz. bags. And all are 
organic and freshly roasted in Rhode 
Island! Your purchase helps the community – the 
Alliance donates proceeds from its sales to wor-
thy causes. Visit their coffee table in the Atrium.

October All-Parish Supper 
Friday, October 13
Global Climate Change
This very important and contentious issue is 
claimed by many to be the most crucial issue fac-
ing humanity today. Our speaker will be Dr. Tim-
mons Roberts, professor of environmental stud-
ies and sociology at Brown University, a dynamic 
speaker and a leader in the development of 
Rhode Island’s first comprehensive climate 
change legislation. What are the main features of 
climate change that should concern us? How can 
we alter or modify what is happening? How are 
American politicians reacting? What steps can we 
be taking? Don’t miss this outstanding event. 

September All-Parish Supper
Friday, September 15
Everyone, young and old and in between, is welcome at these monthly 
gatherings of members and friends of the congregation.  
5:45p  Social Hour: Bring hors d’oeuvres to share and/or wine for your 

own party if you wish. 
6:15p  Potluck Dinner: Please bring a dish to share that serves at least eight people. You can 
bring a main dish, a vegetable, a salad, or a dessert.
7:45p  Program in the Auditorium:  MANY WELCOMES
Welcome back, everybody! Join us in greeting old friends and welcoming newcomers as our 
congregation gathers once again for the beginning of our new church year. Our program will 
offer us an opportunity to reflect on recent events in our church life, in the world, and in the 
year to come. And . . . we will be welcoming our new settled minister!
 We will be welcomed by Past President Cynthia Rosengard and our new President, Jay Glas-
son. They will each give a brief overview of what’s been happening at the church and what’s 
ahead for us. We will also hear brief reports from our youth and our adult delegates to the UUA 
General Assembly in New Orleans this past June. 
 We are excited to welcome, as our main speaker, Rev. Elizabeth Lerner Maclay, our new set-
tled minister. Liz will introduce herself by describing who she is and sharing her background 
and her views about Unitarian Universalism. She may also discuss her views on the ministry, 
UU church life, and the role and the vision of the UU movement in today’s world. There will be 
plenty of time for Q & A and conversation. Don’t miss this special evening get together!

Reservations for the dinner are strongly requested. Please fill out the tear-off form in the 
Sunday Meeting House Times and put it in the collection plate; see Jim Estey at Coffee Hour; 
or call the church office in advance (401.421.7970). Childcare for infants and children to age 
10 will be available for parents who request in advance; call Jim Estey (401.351.1748).

Saturday Social Supper 
September 9, 5:30p
The September Social Supper will be at the home of Shirley DiMatteo and Mel Shelly. People 
new to the church are especially welcome to attend; it’s a nice way to meet other members.
Please contact Shirley (shirley.dimatteo@yahoo.com) for reservations and meal planning.
 If anyone is interested in hosting an Intergenerational Supper or an Adult Supper, please 
contact Shirley. At this point, only December is booked.

Art in the Atrium
September Art in the Atrium Exhibit 
This month’s exhibit features the photography of Jill Brody, titled “Sacred Places: Views of Tibet 
& Star Island.” Opening reception at 5:00p, Friday, September 15, before the All-Parish Supper.

The Art Collective Starts This September – Join now!
One of the joys of our community life is art displays in the Atrium each month. We are fortunate 
to have so many talented artists among us whose creations stimulate, amuse, and inspire us.
 All church members who are artists – and those who just want to support our artists and 
their shows in our Atrium Gallery – are invited to join the First Unitarian Art Collective. Mem-
bership in the Collective allows you to propose shows of your own work during the church 
year. Chiara Van Erp schedules and curates the shows. All members will receive notices of our 
shows, plus shows in other galleries in the area where our members are showing their art.
 Membership dues are $10 per year (payable by check to First Unitarian Church, with a nota-
tion Art Collective), due on Opening Sunday in September each year (September 10 this year). 
We encourage all artists in our community, and anyone who appreciates our shows, to join. 
This gives us a funding base to work with for advertising, receptions, and maintaining/improv-
ing our hanging technology.  

Save the Date

Save the Date
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Update on the Meeting House Renovations
Renovation Process Time Line
Now that the PruComm has approved contracting Corrie DeBoer as our 
architect and guide in the restoration of the Meeting House exterior, the 
Renovation Contractor Selection Task Force is preparing for 

the solicitation of bids. Here is the schedule proposed for contractor selection 
and completion of the projected restoration work:

September 1–October 30, 2017:  Finalize scope of restoration work, refine 
selection criteria, prepare and distribute Bid Proposal invitations.

November 1–December 1, 2017:  Await bid response from bid invitees.

December 1–23, 2017:  Task Force review of bid responses, contractor interviews as required, 
final selection of best contractor who meets established selection criteria.

January 3, 2018:  Task Force presentation to PruComm of recommended contractor for 
approval to finalize contract.

March 1–August 31, 2018:  Restoration work conducted and completed in time for the Home-
coming service in September.  .

Renovation Capital Account Status and Proposed Giving Timeline
Our Renovation Capital Account is growing nicely and is now at about $390,000. We hope  that 
by year end 2017, the account will stand at about $800,000, or 2/3 of the pledged amount; and 
that by July 2018, most of the remaining $380,000 pledged will be paid in order to have cash 
on hand to pay for the restoration work scheduled for completion at the end of August 2018.

Please contact David House (dlhouse51@comcast.net), Meeting House Restoration 
Coordinator, with any questions regarding the selection process or proposed time line.

A Special Year for Our Transylvania Church Partnership
This is a special year for Unitarians because Jan-
uary will mark the 450th anniversary of the Edict 
of Torda, an early attempt to guarantee religious 

freedom in Christian Europe. The edict, issued by the king of Transylvania, John Sigismund, 
authorized local communities to freely elect their preachers and allowed them the freedom to 
preach as they saw fit. This edict is still relevant today, and our American brand of the Unitarian 
religion is in the spirit of this sixteenth-century philosophy.
 As you may know, some years ago our congregation voted to be a Partner Church with a 
Unitarian congregation in Szentegyhaza, in Transylvania. Prior to World War I, Transylvania was 
part of Hungary. The peace treaty that ended WWI, the Treaty of Trianon, gave Transylvania to 
Romania, where it remains a Hungarian-speaking enclave in that country. 
 The Szentegyhaza congregation is a triple minority in Romania. First, they are Unitarians 
in a country that is predominantly Romanian Orthodox. Second, they are Hungarian speakers 
where the majority of the country speaks Romanian. And third, they identify themselves as 
Szeklers, a subset of Hungarians living in Romania.
 Members of our congregation have visited our Partner Church three times, in 2006, 2012, 
and 2015. We were privileged to have the Rev. Szabolcs Kelemen, minister of our Partner 
Church, preach in our pulpit in 2008. Our relationship has grown through the years: our two 
churches routinely exchange greetings throughout the year, and we each celebrate Partner 
Church Sunday in the last week of January. 
 The Transylvania Partner Church Committee is exploring another visit to our Partner Church 
and is interested in bringing our Partner Church minister to Providence to help us celebrate 
our 300-year anniversary as a congregation. 

– Tom Getz for the Partner Church Committee

Community Life Preserving the History of  
First Unitarian – The Mission of the 
History Committee 
Monthly meeting, Sunday, September 10, 
12:00p in the History Room

Our History Committee archives and preserves 
the historical records of the church and develops 
ways to share its nearly 300-year history. This past 
year the History Committee planned and pre-
sented a celebration of the 200th anniversary of 
the Meeting House. A video presentation of the 
Anniversary Celebration will be presented after 
church on October 15. 
 Past committee activities have included tours 
and a descriptive booklet of First Unitarian’s five-
acre burial ground at Swan Point Cemetery and 
an architectural tour and self-guided pamphlet 
tour of the Meeting House. Proceeds from the 
sale of booklets, note cards, and photos during 
Coffee Hour help offset the costs for future publi-
cations. 
 Interested church members and friends are 
welcome to join the committee as it plans for our 
300th anniversary of the gathering of the con-
gregation in 2020. The committee meets on the 
first Sunday of every month in the History Room 
at the top of the stairs in the Parish House. 

Contact: Janet Downing Taylor 

Volunteer at First Unitarian’s  
Food Share Pantry 
Distribution Day:  Monday, September 18
The biggest social justice program at First Unitar-
ian is the Food Share Pantry. It takes many volun-
teers to keep the program going! Volunteer with 
your van or truck to transport food from the RI 
Food Bank to the church, or volunteer for a shift 
on Distribution Day: 
 Set-up: 2:00p–3:00p 
 Shopping with clients: 3:00p–5:00p 
 Restock, recycle, and clean up: 5:00p–6:00p

Contacts: Martha Manno (Mmanno7@comcast.
net) or Nori Duncan (nori.duncan@gmail.com) 

The Pantry Is Open to All
You probably know that volunteers at First Uni-
tarian run a very well attended food pantry. 
But did you know that members of the con-
gregation who are in need are also welcome 
to take part and receive food? You do not have 
to be receiving government help or otherwise 
demonstrate need. Just come to the church 
after 2:30p on the third Monday and fill out a 
brief registration form.

Save the Date
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Spiritual Development Ongoing Programs
Benevolent Street Zendo  
An Ongoing Zen Meditation Group 
Every Monday at 7:00p
Benevolent Street Zendo is a member commu-
nity of the Boundless Way Zen Sangha, an inter-
faith Zen community. We meet most Mondays 
from 7:00p to 8:30p in the Parish House. All are 
welcome. 
 If you have never attended, please arrive at 
6:45p for a brief orientation. You may call or text 
Cindy Bapties (401.573.0881) for more informa-
tion. 
 Cindy and George Beshers are practice lead-
ers. This is offered as an activity of First Unitarian, 
but is part of Boundless Way Zen (www.bound-
lesswayzen.org, select “Benevolent Street Zen”).  

Innate Wisdom and Compassion 
Meditation
Every Wednesday at 7:00p
This drop-in group offers guided meditations of 
wisdom, love, and compassion. These practices 
are adapted from Tibetan Buddhism into new 
forms that can touch the hearts and minds of 
people from all backgrounds and faiths, to help 
each of us bring out the best in ourselves and in 
our service and social action. 

Contact: Ken Bent (kenbent@cox.net)

Reimagining Religion  
Second and fourth Tuesdays at 7:00p 
Reimagining Religion is an ongoing attempt to 
employ the best recent scholarship in coming to 
grips with issues raised by radically new devel-
opments in the study of religion and thereby 
achieving a fuller appreciation of what religious 
literacy entails in the twenty-first century. 

Leader: Tom Hall (twh2nd@aol.com)

UUMen
Sunday, September 10, 7:00–9:00p  
(note:  second Sunday of the month)
TOPIC:  Men’s Health Magazine
What’s missing? What is important to the healthy 
man?
 Check-in will be longer than usual this month, 
since there is much to share from the summer 
break.  Men will stampede to sign up for facilita-
tor slots.
Facilitator: Steve McCloy

Chalice Circles Offer Deeper Connections
This Small Group Ministry program at the First Unitarian Church is for those 
seeking closer connections within our church community. This experience 
fulfills the need for intimacy and spiritual growth of members in our large 
faith community. Small groups of eight to ten people enhance connections 

and provide an avenue for religious growth and spiritual meaning. Most groups meet twice 
a month in the Parish House or in a member’s home. Group members are asked to commit to 
eight or ten sessions.

Chalice Circle Samplers
Sundays, September 24 and October 1 at 12:00p
 These “samplers” offer the interested and the curious an opportunity to experience a brief 
Chalice Circle session and to sign up for a fall group, depending on space availability.

For more information, contact Registrar Janet Downing Taylor (jdtaylo39@verizon.net).

Five Wishes Program – Addressing End-of-Life Issues
Five Thursday evenings starting September 28 at 7:00p 
“Five Wishes” is an advanced health care directive designed to facilitate end-of-life conversa-
tions and directives between any adult and their loved ones. It is America’s most popular living 
will and meets legal requirements in 42 states, including Rhode Island. 
 The sessions will be coordinated by members of the First Unitarian Care Crew: Shirley 
DiMatteo, Steve McCloy, and Rich Rudert.

To register, please contact Shirley (shirley.dimatteo@yahoo.com) 

Mindful Grieving: A Program for Those Facing Loss
These facilitated, six-week groups are for people who are experiencing grief in their life, for 
whatever reason, and would like to share that grief in a safe, welcoming environment. Groups 
are small, usually six to eight people, with two trained facilitators. Mindful Grieving is part of 
the Caring Network of First Unitarian, and its leaders consult regularly with our minister.
 New Mindful Grieving groups are being organized to begin in late September. Watch for 
information about signing up.

For more information, please contact Carol Adams (401.433.4365 or carol.adams6@cox.net)

Many Unitarian Universalists experience a deepen-
ing commitment to their faith and congregation as 

a call to accept a position of leadership. This program helps lay leaders grow in spirit as they 
grow as leaders. Harvest the Power addresses the reality that today’s leaders operate in at a 
time of rapid cultural change, both in and outside our congregations. Leaders need a broad 
range of skills, both technical and visionary.
 This program’s 12 workshops offer opportunities for both new and experienced leaders to 
enrich the skills they bring to their leadership and to experience their leadership journey as 
a Unitarian Universalist faith journey. Harvest the Power weaves Unitarian Universalist values, 
Principles, and Sources with four strands: spiritual development, ethical development, Unitar-
ian Universalist identity development, and faith development.
 Do you feel called to a deepening sense of identity and leadership here at First Unitarian? 
The exploration will begin with a dinner, a Saturday retreat, and then regularly scheduled ses-
sions (TBA). It will be led by Cynthia Rosengard, Cathy Seggel, Jay Glasson, Kimberli Gray, and 
Peter Van Erp.

If you are interested in joining, please contact Cynthia Rosengard (crosengard@gmail.com or 
401.639.1560).
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Knitting for a Better World 
Every Tuesday, 7:00–9:00p 
Come join fellow knitters for a casual evening of knitting and conversation. 
Work on your own project or knit for one of First Unitarian’s social justice projects. Drop in any 
Tuesday evening. Beginners are always welcome. We have yarn and needles to get you started.

Community Collections 2017-18
One Sunday each month, First Unitarian donates 
its non-pledge Sunday offering to a charitable 
cause, a practice we have been following for 
more than a decade. The Community Collections 
Committee has selected the following organiza-
tions to receive this year’s contributions.

September 10 (Homecoming)  
First Unitarian Sanctuary Congregation and 
UUA Sanctuary Movement (more information at 
“Standing on the Side of Love” on this page)

October 15 – Pawtucket Backpackers  
Provides assistance to 250 students including 
breakfast, lunch/dinner and snacks each week 
costing $3.50/child/week

November 19 – Loaves & Fishes Mission  
Provides monthly food distribution from First 
Unitarian to the homeless at Emmanuel House in 
Providence

January 28 – Transylvania Partner Church  
Assistance to our Partner Church in Transylvania 
for expansion of their worship space, so all con-
gregants can gather together

February 11 – Sojourner House  
A comprehensive domestic and sexual violence 
agency
Day One – Working to reduce the prevalence of 
sexual abuse and violence in Rhode Island

April 15 – Pets in Need  
Low-cost, affordable pet care veterinary clinic in 
East Providence 

May 20 – Dorcas International Institute  
Empowering individuals and families to become 
self-sufficient and fully participating members of 
our diverse community 

Month of Peace
A Celebration of the United Nations  
International Day of Peace in collaboration with the 
First Unitarian Peace Flag Project

First Unitarian, led by our own Peace Flag Project, will again participate in a 
month-long program of activities to promote and celebrate peace, culminating 
in the Peace Fest on September 23. All events are free and open to the public. 

Visit (the peaceflagproject.org) website or Facebook page for a full schedule of activities 
around the state.

Peace Fest 2017
Saturday, September 23  at Burnside Park, Providence
1:00p  Welcome and Children’s Entertainment
1:45p Indigenous Heritage Celebration
2:00p Honoring Immigrants and Refugees
3:15p Living Peace Award
3:30p Annual Peace Walk in silence, ending with Peace Prayers 

Standing on the Side of Love – Preparing for Sanctuary
The Standing on the Side of Love Host Sanctuary Committee has been hard at work through-
out the summer so we can be ready to offer sanctuary to someone in need in the near future. 
We have met with people from the Cambridge Sanctuary Interfaith Collaborative, the Prov-
idence Public Safety Commissioner, and the Police and Fire departments. We are currently 
working with the mayor’s office on getting a zoning variation. We hope to be able to start 
training people who are interested in helping host our sanctuary by the middle of September. 

If you are interested in helping, or finding out more, contact the Host Sanctuary Committee 
(firstusanctuary@gmail.com).

Neighborhood Social Justice 
Monthly Meeting, Sunday, September 10 at 12:15p 
The Neighborhood Social Justice Committee takes on projects to lighten the load of low-in-
come and homeless Rhode Islanders. Please join us to learn more about our work and perhaps 
to contribute some ideas of your own. Leadership Volunteers are Needed.
 This year’s Y’All Come Community Lunch is scheduled for Saturday, 
October 14 at Beneficient Church, downtown Providence. Please mark your calendar now.

Loaves & Fishes Mission
Tuesday, September 5 from noon to 7:00p 
On the first Tuesday of every month, volunteers deliver food, clothing, and respectful com-
panionship to those at Emmanuel House, a homeless shelter in Providence. All are welcome 
and encouraged to come to the church at 12:00p to prepare sandwiches or at 3:00p to collect 
clothes and help to load food and clothes in the cars.
 Thanks to all who so generously donate to the monthly Loaves & Fishes Missions. We 
appreciate your ongoing support. 

For more on NSJ and the Loaves & Fishes mission, contact Joe Salvatore (joesuu@gmail.com) 

Social Justice

Join the Green Team!
Fourth Thursdays, 7:30p
The Green Team Environmental Task Force pro-
motes environmental issues and sustainable 
living in and outside First Unitarian. Caring for 
our environment is an important responsibility 
because those who are most impacted by envi-
ronmental destruction are often those with the 
least power. Creating a sustainable way of life is 
central to our view of a just and compassionate 
world. We invite all who share these values to get 
involved in our broad and growing movement 
for climate justice and join us on this journey of 
connection, sustainability, and hope. 

Contact: Kristen Ivy Moses (kristenivymoses@
gmail.com)

Save the Date
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Worship 10:30a

Ice Cream Social 
12:00p

Chalice Circle 
Sampler 12:00p

Last Summer 
Sunday Worship 

10:00a

Food Pantry 
2:00p–6:00p

Zendo 7:00p

LABOR DAY

Church Office 
Closed

Zendo 7:00p

Meditation 7:00p

Meditation 7:00p

Prudential 
Committee 6:00p 

Meditation 7:00p

Deacons 6:30p

Teacher 
Orientation 7:00p

Reimag. Rel. 7:00p

Knitting for a 
Better World 7:00p

Reimag. Rel. 7:00p

A

Saturday Social 
Supper 

(DiMatteo/Shelly)

Loaves & Fishes 
Mission  

12:00–7:00p

Knitting for a 
Better World 7:00p

Sunday                Monday              Tuesday             Wednesday           Thursday                Friday                 Saturday

September 2017
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Zendo 7:00p

Atrium Art Exhibit 
Opening 5:00p

All-Parish Supper    
5:45p 

Program  7:45p

Peace Fest at 
Burnside Park 

1:00–4:30p

Knitting for a 
Better World 7:00p

HOMECOMING

Worship 10:30a

RE Registration 
before & after svs

at 12:15p 
Neighborhood SJ 

History Comm

UU Men 7:00p

For more information on these and future programs (meeting locations, contact  
information, etc.), see details in the church newsletter at www.firstunitarianprov.org

29

Zendo 7:00p

Five Wishes 7:00p

Green Team 7:30pMeditation 7:00p

Worship 10:30a 
Sunday School 

Begins

COA Parent 
Orientation 

12:00–12:30p


