MONTH LY NE WSLE T T ER

Services in the Meeting House
FOCUS for the MONTH: A Community of Story
Sunday, February 5
“Once Upon a Time . . . or, Long Ago and Far Away . . .”
10:30a		
Rev. Charles Blustein Ortman
Young people begin in their classrooms and worship in Chapel.
Sunday, February 12
“Who Decides the Narrative?”
10:30a		
Rev. Charles Blustein Ortman
Young people begin in their classrooms and worship in Chapel.
Following coffee hour there will be a Sing-a-long with the Community Band.
Sunday, February 19
Cultivating Spirit: Art as Spiritual Practice
10:30a		
Marica Taylor
Musician, teacher, activist, and First Unitarian member, Marcia will muse about art as a spiritual practice. She’ll sing some, talk some, invite those present to conspire and sing together,
and share sacred space with her First Unitarian family.
Marcia Taylor shepherds the musical experiences in Youth Chapel and with Joyful Noise, our own
all-ages, low-stress occasional singing ensemble. She is also an enthusiastic member of First Unitarian’s Community Band. Performing, recording, practicing, and international touring (yes, in
a converted school bus with a cast of dozens, and also in her mom’s cast-off Chevette) have all
taught her priceless life lessons, which any spiritual practice worth its salt should do.
Young people begin in their classrooms and worship in Chapel.
Sunday, February 26
Wholly Family – A Multigenerational Service
10:30a		
Rev. Charles Blustein Ortman & Cathy Seggel, DRE
Newborn–three-year-old room is open.
The Community Collection will be for the Liberal Religious Educators Association (LREDA)
Endowment – for services provided to UU religious educators and religious education.
Following Coffee Hour there will be a Congregational Conversation on Sanctuary.
Sunday, March 5
“My Community, Right or Wrong?!”
10:30a		
Rev. Charles Blustein Ortman
New members will be recognized during the service.
Young people begin in their classrooms and worship in Chapel.

Looking Toward Summer Services 2017
Our worship services from mid-June to Labor Day weekend are led by members and friends
of the congregation and occasional guest speakers. They are planned and hosted by the Worship Committee. Summer services are an opportunity for us to learn more about the spiritual
insights, passions, and life-changing events that are important to the people who share this
religious community with us.
The Worship Committee is seeking your suggestions about possible speakers, including
yourself, who might like to share an aspect of their spiritual path. We also want to hear from
anyone who would like to share a musical talent. Please look for us at Coffee Hour.
Worship Committee: Neil Bartholomew (chair), Michael Currier, Elissa Emerson, Betty Finn,
Watson Lerner, Jacqui Nye, Kelley Smith
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From My Window . . .

Deacons’ Corner
The Deacons have finished our calling and want to thank everyone
who responded. We are in the process of reporting on the experience
and will submit a final report.
One of the questions to the congregation was
about their knowledge of the Caring Network.
The majority of people responded that they
were aware of the network. There were, however, a number of people who responded that they
would have loved to have had someone contact
them when they had problems.
The Care Crew is only activated when they
find out about a need. So please do not be shy.
They are prepared to provide rides, do errands,
send cards, and provide meals to those who have
medical needs. Contact them, or if you are more
comfortable with your Deacon, the contact list is
below.

So many of us are holding our breath waiting to see how the new presidential administration will unfold. Many times since I’ve come of age to
vote, I’ve had the opportunity to be a part of the noble opposition. A few
times, I’ve had the good fortune of voting for the winning candidate. When
I’ve been on the losing side, up until now, I have experienced disappointment that my vision for our country was out of sync with the majority of Americans. This time
around it is different for me and, as I’m hearing from many of you, it is different for many in this
congregation as well.
It’s not just about disappointment. This time around I’m scared – afraid for our country
and for the world. I’m afraid for the well-being of our democratic process and our values. I’ve
heard them skewered too often by our new president with arrogance, insensitivity, bullishness and nearly (if not the real thing) treason. I’m not questioning those who voted for Mr.
Trump here; I’m sure people had many different reasons for that choice, which I’m not addressing here. What I am addressing is the hateful and arrogant manner in which our president has
dismissed and bullied any individual who has questioned him on any level. I’m addressing the
way in which he has maligned and jeopardized the safety and well-being of so many Americans who are part of our traditionally marginalized communities. I consider his behavior in this
regard, at the very least, to be no less than evil.
So, where is the silver lining? I do believe there is one. One of the tasks of a religious or
ethical person or community is to stand up against evil, especially when that evil is perpetrated against those who are least able to defend themselves. The difficulty is that evil has a very
effective way of disguising itself in ever-changing new and often hard to recognize faces and
ways.
If my assessment of the new administration has some degree of accuracy, we have already
been put on notice as to what evil might look like this time around. The silver lining is that
we will know what to look for. With nearly every cabinet position being filled by individuals
whose stated values are opposed to the principles for which their departments were created,
we have a good idea of what to look for. If and when we see it, we can know that, as religious/
ethical persons, we can and ought to stand up to injustice and claim the American dream –
liberty and justice for all – for all of our fellow Americans and those who reside in this country.
Some of you may be wondering if such a message as this should be included in the church
newsletter. I think it absolutely should and perhaps must. Why? Because throughout history,
the failure to act in the face of evil, by any nation or culture, has been recognized as a moral
deficiency. There is the quote by Dante that comes to mind, “The darkest places in hell are
reserved for those who maintain their neutrality in times of moral crisis.”
Back in December I participated in the interfaith memorial vigil for the victims of the Sandy Hook shootings that was held in our Meeting House. One of the inspiring speakers was
our own governor, Gina Raimondo. A promise that she made that evening in response to the
election was that, whatever else might be at risk in our nation at this moment, the democratic
values, including freedom of religion, held by the people of Rhode Island would not be at risk.
We would hold fast, she told us.
In order for her comment to be true, we may well have to be ready to take our religious
values into the public square. How will others know that we are Unitarian Universalists? It will
be because they can see our commitment to standing on the side of love. Love can indeed
conquer hate.
And therein lies our religious imperative!

The Caring Network consists of:
The Parenting Group: Each Sunday after the
church, parents are welcomed in the Web Room
next to the stage in the Auditorium. This is a
good way to meet other parents of children in
the church school community. Contact: Janet
Bralove (bralove.estey@gmail.com)
Chalice Circles: The Chalice Circles are now
engaged in service projects in addition to their
regular meetings. Contact: Janet Downing Taylor
(jdtaylo39@verizon.net)
The Phone Buddies: This group is still open to
new people who would like a daily contact via
phone. Contact: Judie Knilans (judiek3@aol.com)
If you need assistance from the Care Crew, contact
Posey Kooris in the church office (401.421.7970)
or, when the office is closed, Shirley DiMatteo
(shirley.dimatteo@yahoo.com) or Steve McCloy
(steven.mccloy43@gmail.com).
The Deacons: Tom Getz (401.726.1667) &
Mary Speare (401.521.3262), Senior Deacons
Jim Barfoot (401.521.9097)
Joe Fisler (401.274.1410)
Ariadne Greenberg (401.247.7557)
Sharon Kernan (401.723.1745 )
Katy Killilea (401.861.0582)
Judie Knilans (401.246.0192)
Dave Lewis (603.204.7505)

Rev. Charles Blustein Ortman, Interim Minister
Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday
min@firstunitarianprov.org

2

news at First Unitarian

FEBRUARY 2017

Spiritual Pathways

Faith Skills & Themes

A Community of Identity & Story

			

Afraid that our inner light will be extinguished or our inner darkness exposed,
we hide our true identities from each other. In the process, we become separated from our own souls. We end up living divided lives, so far removed from
the truth we hold within that we cannot know the “integrity that comes from
being what you are. 				– Parker Palmer

The Spiritual Pathways Program
supports and inspires Unitarian
Universalist faith formation through
creating connections, empowering
passions and discovering pathways
for personal transformation and to
serve the world.

February this year comes as children, youth, and adults face the potential for profound change
in our country and our world. Many proposed shifts in priority and resources portend troubling oppression issues that will call us to action. I feel blessed every day that I am able to do
work that is meaningful, helpful, and relevant, even as there is always more of it than time
allows. The work is focusing on supporting UU faith development that provides direction and
tools for our whole lives. This month, and for the foreseeable future, there will be many opportunities to affirm the Unitarian Universalist identities of people of all ages in our congregation.
Our theme this month revolves around knowing ourselves and each other in order to live
our principles of respect and care. All that we do when we meet at church is focused on the
building of relationships. Adult volunteer teachers promote community in Sunday sessions,
sharing their particular gifts and ideas. Children and youth seek connection with their peers
and mentoring adults. Adults, worshiping and meeting, need each other to survive and thrive.
That is why we gather, to share our authentic selves in safe and brave spaces.
We will celebrate love and friendship and family this month. This is a key moment to bring
our friends with us on Sundays, to voice our UUism in public, and to have the courage to take
physical action on important human rights issues. I am attentive to providing guidance on
how to live this way, as people of faith. I am diligently sifting through messages and posting
the most vital on our social media. I am choosing to present on the pulse, current curricula, and programming, whenever possible. Chapel worship will be honest and hopeful. It will
include inspiration and storytelling, with music, visuals, and participation.
Listening to and telling our stories is a healthy pathway to self-awareness, relational connection, and justice making. Multigenerational stories abound here. Each is an important
piece of our living Unitarian Universalist tradition. Your values and goals, exposed, can spread
and grow. I believe that forging UU identities and sharing stories will buoy us up for the critical
work we will be called to do. I am grateful to believe that we can do it better together.
It’s one thing for a religion to offer you an identity; it’s quite another for a religion to celebrate
your identity. At our best, we seek both. 		
– from the Soul Matters Sharing Circle
Take good care and keep in touch,

The five faith skills
that are foundational to our program
philosophy are:
Cultivating Spiritual Practices
Navigating the UU Sources
Articulating Your Faith
Worshiping with your Life
Serving the World

Overarching Themes for each age group
help guide our path.
Newborns – Kindergarten

Welcoming Love
1st – 5th grades

Exploring Community

Cathy Seggel, Director of Religious Education
401.421.7970
dre@firstunitarianprov.org

6th – 8th grades

Creating Connections
9th –12th grades

Empowering Passion

Calling All Friends of Faith & Conscience:
An Invitation from UUA President & UUSC President/CEO

Campus & Young Adults

Discovering Pathways

We are all invited to read and sign a Declaration of Conscience, stating in the strongest possible terms our commitment to our core UU values in these troubling times. By signing the
declaration, individuals and congregations will be affirming those values and declaring our
willingness to put them into action. Please read it and, with your signature, join us in standing
on the side of love, protecting the most vulnerable among us, and defending core values that
are under attack.
This is not about partisan politics. It is a principled response to the potential targeting of
people, not for what they have done, but for who they are. It is a commitment to speak out and
to act in support of basic human rights.
The full statement and more information is at https://uua.org.

Adults of all ages

Supporting Lifelong
Learning & Transitions
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Sight Lines

Treasurer’s Report
A question raised in several conversations we
have had with members of the congregation
has been: “Why don’t we use more of our budget to support social justice?” One answer to the
question is we are limited in the amount raised
through pledges, and we use the bulk of our budget to provide staffing and to utilize our facilities.
A closer look at what is done for social justice
and how it is funded provides a much more positive explanation. We fund most of our social justice program through fund raising. This includes
the Women’s Alliance donations to community
groups and our commitment to give one Sunday’s collection each month to groups as diverse
as Children’s Friend, relief in Haiti, Loaves & Fishes, and our Food Pantry. The Girl Effect has provided opportunities for girls in developing countries through their holiday sales.
Our Food Pantry is supported by a generous
endowment, which is not included in our budget.
It also should be noted that our social justice
activities would not be as extensive without the
leadership of our minister and the support of our
staff.

Mid-year now, this Prudential Committee is currently reading Molly Baskette’s wonderful insider account of growing a Somerville congregation,
Real Good Church. One of her most striking recommendations is to try to
step into the shoes of a first-time visitor and take a fresh look at the signals
that our building, décor, worship, print and online materials, and faces send. Can newcomers
easily tell that we are a UUA Welcoming Congregation (and what that means)? What do the
portraits in the Parish House say about our attitude toward past and future? Why are kids so
rarely in the Meeting House? Do we offer clear pathways for people, once inspired, to meet
others and get involved? And where, exactly, does the Sunday collection go?
Baskette’s book is just one resource as we pursue our four short-term goals for this transition year. One key takeaway, which resonated strongly with what I’ve heard from a range of
leaders, is the importance of following through and sharing information. So here is the first
half of our mid-term grade report.
Goal #1: Support the Ministerial Search Committee’s work to bring an outstanding candidate
forward for a congregational vote by the end of the church year. Grade: A
• In response to questions raised during last year’s search, we have completed a thorough
review of the Policies and Procedures manual, working closely with senior staff to clarify
the church’s supervisory structure and update contracts. Learning from UUA best practices, we have begun work on two gaps (a safe congregation policy, and the reconstitution
of a Committee on Ministry).
• The MSC is entering the most intensive period of their work now: we will continue to do
all we can to support them, and ask everyone to do the same.
Goal #2: Building community and improving communications, while celebrating the congregation’s rich history. Grade: A
• The History Committee did a wonderful job leading our celebration of the 200th anniversary of the Meeting House, and they are looking for an infusion of fresh talent to take the
reins for the congregational 300th. Perhaps the pilot project in intergenerational oral history, launched through the Coming of Age program this year, might provide that impetus.
• The Caring Network and the Chalice Circles are creating new channels of love, care, and
mindfulness.
If these names or these accomplishments are new to you, it is further evidence that we
have a ways to go in improving communications. We have set up a Communications team
with a first task to review options for a more user-friendly directory and more dynamic website.
I’ll report on Goals #3 and #4 next month (scandal alert – they are lower). I have another
five months to get my presidential GPA up and can use all the help I can get. If there’s anything
here you want to learn more about, or efforts you’d like to join, please let me know.

– Graham Nye, Treasurer

Winter Storms and
First Unitarian
In case of extreme weather, the
minister and staff will determine if church will be held or
cancelled. A cancellation decision will be made by 7:00a on
Sunday and conveyed to media
outlets: TV Channels ABC 6, NBC 10, WPRI 12, Fox
Providence, RI PBS and radio stations 630WPRO,
920WHJJ, 1180 CCNX news radio, 1290WRNI, Lite
Rock105, B101, 94HJY, 92ProFM, 98.1Cat Country,
93.3Coast FM, 95.5 WBRU.
If the City of Providence announces a ban
on street parking, church will be canceled. If the
parking ban is lifted by 8:30a and you feel safe
traveling, there will be limited programming
including Worship and Religious Education.

Keith Brown
President, Prudential Committee
pres@firstunitarianprov.org

Meeting House Restoration News: Over the Top!
The Capital Campaign to make needed repairs to the outside of the Meeting House ended on January 22 with a Commitment Sunday Celebration.
We raised $1,164,700 toward the $2 million ultimately needed for complete
restoration, more than enough to protect the exterior and begin the most
necessary interior work. Work on the exterior will be begin in late 2017, with
completion by mid-2019. The Meeting House will be available for all church OUR CAPITAL
CAMPAIGN
functions during the restoration period.
Heartfelt thanks to everyone who pledged for your dedicated generosity!
– David House for the Restoration Committee

Rev. Charles Blustein Ortman, Interim Minister
Cathy Seggel, Director of Religious Education
Fred Jodry, Director of Music
Posey Kooris, Church Administrator
Jenn Nardone, Membership Coordinator
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Our Ministerial Search

Spiritual Development
Benevolent Street Zendo
An Ongoing Zen Meditation Group

On January 2, we received the list of candidates who are interested in
being our next settled minister. There were 31 names. The minister profiles included men and women ranging in age from mid-20s to late 60s,
recently ordained ministers and ministers with many years of experience. Quite a few had other careers before seeking UU ordination. The
list is diverse from ethnic and sexual orientation perspectives, and it includes a husband and
wife team who are applying to be co-ministers.
During our recent meeting with our Ministerial Settlement Representative, Rev. Keith Kron,
we learned that First Unitarian was one of two churches in search to receive the most candidate requests. The average UU church received 13.7 applications. We learned that 47 congregations are in search, as are 85 ministers. The profiles of all ministers in search are as follows:
Women = 45; Men = 36; Transgender/Other = 4
People of Color = 10
Disability (stated) = 4
Heterosexual = 48; Bisexual/Gay/Lesbian/Other = 37
Ages range from mid-20s to 70s
18 are new to ministry; 67 have some congregational ministerial experience (at least one
year), though less than 10 have more than six years of experience.
As of January 10, the MSC had reviewed the packets of all the interested ministers, listened
to their sermons on line, and perused their websites. We met at length to narrow the list of 31
down to six finalist candidates, whom we will interview via Skype in mid-January. Through our
own deliberations, video interviews, research, and reference checks, we will winnow the six
down to three, who will be invited to Providence to participate in one of our pre-candidating
weekends.
January has been a busy month for the MSC, and in the coming weeks, we won’t have
much to report to you as all or our work will be done behind the scenes in order to maintain
candidate confidentiality. But should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact any member of the committee. Thank you for your continued support in the weeks and
months ahead.
– John Simmonds and Wendy Oliver

Every Monday at 7:00p
Benevolent Street Zendo is a member community of the Boundless Way Zen Sangha, an interfaith Zen community. We meet most Mondays
from 7:00p to 8:30p in the Parish House. All are
welcome. If you have never attended, please
arrive at 6:40p for a brief orientation. You may call
or text Cindy Bapties (401.573.0881).
Cindy and George Beshers are practice leaders. This is offered as an activity of First Unitarian,
but is part of Boundless Way Zen (www.boundlesswayzen.org, Benevolent Street Zen).

Innate Wisdom and Compassion
Meditation
Every Wednesday at 7:00p
This drop-in group offers guided meditations of
wisdom, love, and compassion. These practices
are adapted from Tibetan Buddhism into new
forms that can touch the hearts and minds of
people from all backgrounds and faiths, to help
each of us bring out the best in ourselves and in
our service and social action.
Contact: Ken Bent (kenbent@cox.net)

Reimagining Religion
2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 7:00p
Reimagining Religion is an ongoing attempt to
employ the best recent scholarship in coming to
grips with issues raised by radically new developments in the study of religion and thereby
achieving a fuller appreciation of what religious
literacy entails in the twenty-first century.

The 2016-17 Ministerial Search Committee:
(front) Wendy Oliver, John Simmonds (chair), Shelley
Stephenson; (back) Rick Richards, Domenic Napolitano,
Bill Koteff

Leader: Tom Hall (twh2nd@aol.com)

Tai Chi
Every Tuesday at 7:00p
Tai Chi class for beginners to advanced, children
to seniors. All inclusive. Instruction and performance.

Save the Date: Spring Awakening Worship

For information or to sign up, contact Sean
Connor (seanconnor@cox.net).

Tuesday, Wednesday, & Thursday, March 28, 29, & 30 at 7:00p
Highlights this year will be:

UUMen

• Our Own Personal Spiritual Journeys
• A Good Old Fashion Hymn Sing (back by popular demand!)
• A night of Reflection and Song.

Sunday, February 5, 7:00–9:00p
The topic for February is Polyamory: A convenient truth, an inconvenient truth, or the next
civil rights movement?
Facilitator: Charlie Sweigart (818.448.2543)
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Community Life

Annual Cook-Off to Feature
Dips and Spreads

February All-Parish Supper

Sunday, February 5 during Coffee Hour

Friday, February 10

The Membership Committee invites you to make
a batch of your best dip or spread. Folks will
have the chance to taste all entries and vote on a
favorite! All are welcome to join in and last-minute dishes will be accepted.

Everyone, young and old and in between, is welcome at these monthly
gatherings of members and friends of the congregation.
5:45p Social Hour: Bring hors d’oeuvres to share and/or wine for your own party if you wish.
6:15p Potluck Dinner: Please bring a dish to share that serves at least eight people. You can
bring a main dish, a vegetable, a salad, or a dessert.
7:45p Program in the Auditorium: A Concert by the GNOMES
Celebrate a special mid-winter concert by The Gnomes. They are an exciting, popular, talented
group of folksingers and instrumentalists who offer a lively program of traditional musical tunes from all over the world. Love
and Peace will be the themes of many of their songs in recognition of Valentine’s Day. The Gnomes play an eclectic blend of
world fusion music, and they play it fast and with energy and
with soul. The band features some of Rhode Island’s finest musicians, including Phil Edmonds (Irish whistle, accordion), Cathy
Clasper-Torch (fiddle, keyboard, vocals), Mike Fischman (guitar, mandolin, banjo, vocals), Peter
Breen (bass guitar, vocals), and Matt Niebels (percussion). You won’t want to miss this great
show.
Reservations for the dinner are strongly requested. Please fill out the tear-off form in the
Sunday Meeting House Times and put it in the collection plate; see Jim Estey at Coffee Hour; or
call the church office in advance (401.421.7970). Childcare for infants and children to age 10
will be available for parents who request in advance; call Jim Estey (401.351.1748).

March All-Parish Supper
Friday, March 10
After-dinner Program: What Does It Mean to Be
a White Ally and Why Does It Matter?
Our main speaker will be Michael Kennedy, Professor of Sociology and Public Affairs at the Watson Institute at Brown University. Other invited
speakers will include representatives from local
racial justice groups at Brown and elsewhere. This
program, sponsored by the Standing on the Side
of Love Committee, represents a continuation of
our congregation’s commitment to supporting
the Black Lives Matter movement. We voted to
engage in ”a campaign of intentional learning,
public witness, and partnership building” concerning the issues of racial justice.
Please make every effort to attend and show
your support for this important project.

Saturday Social Suppers

Atrium Bookstore

February 4 starting at 5:30p

The bookstore is open every Sunday during the
regular church year in the Atrium during Coffee
Hour. Besides the books that we get from the
UUA’s own Beacon Press and Skinner House, we
also offer books from Skylight Paths Publishing,
an interfaith publisher of various faith traditions.
We have copies of the two books for the reading
groups sponsored by the Deacons and Standing
on the Side of Love: The New Jim Crow and The
Third Reconstruction. Please stop by and browse
our selections.

There will be two Suppers in February. One at the home of Mary Frappier in Providence and
another at the home of Carol Delaney also in Providence. People new to the church are encouraged to attend; it’s a very nice way to meet others from our church family.
For reservations, contact Shirley DiMatteo (shelly-dimatteo@verizon.net, 401.477.9668)
with the number of people in your party and what you would like to bring.

Path to Membership Classes

Tuesdays, February 7, 14, 21 & 28, 7:00–9:00p
The Path to Membership class is for anyone who is interested in membership or in learning
more about Unitarian Universalism or about First Unitarian. This four-session course is offered
three times during the year. The classes are led by our Interim Minister, Charlie Ortman; our
Director of Religious Education, Cathy Seggel; and our Membership Coordinator, Jenn Nardone.
For anyone unable to attend the Tuesday evening sessions, arrangements will be made to
provide a “mini-course” as an alternative. Childcare will be provided if requested in advance.

H at s O f f

To register, contact: Jenn Nardone, Membership Coordinator (mem@firstunitarianprov.org)
or call the church office (401.421.7970).

to

...

Our Coffee Hour Providers last month:
Mary Frappier, Gaby Petruck, Lynda Gulley, Lynne
Fazzi, Anne Connor, Jess Dolan, Elissa Emerson,
Suzanne Francis, Roxanne Stern, Lisa Rose, Tony
Allen, Kelly Baraf, Rachel Spaulding, Joan Rollins, Zoë Corbin, Lyn Bradford, Marcia Lieberman,
Anne Calderella, the Transylvania Partner Church
Committee, Roberta Groch, and all of you who
brought something in to surprise us.

Art in the Atrium
In February there will be an exhibit by the artists’ group Fun-A-Day Providence. They are a
collaborative open to all, founded on the basic premise that creativity, productivity, and inspiration are inherent in each individual. The challenge: do something creative every day in the
month of January and share your work at our community art show in February.
If you are interested in showing your work in the Atrium, please contact Chiara Van Erp
(romano-vanerp-design@cox.net).

6

news at First Unitarian

FEBRUARY 2017

Community Life

The Women’s Alliance
Monthly Meeting
Monday, February 6

Third Annual First Unitarian Musicale

Preparing Girls for Lives in the Future
Speaker: Diane M. Holden
Sophia Academy has been changing the lives
of girls from low-income homes through an
empowering middle school education for 15
years. Sophia Academy instills in its students the
core values of courage, respect, responsibility,
and peace to equip them to inherit the world in
which they will live.
Diane M. Holden is the Director of Development at
Sophia Academy. She has raised millions of dollars
for local nonprofits over the last 15 years. She mentored at the San Miguel School in Providence for
seven years.

St. Patrick’s Day, Friday, March 17
Calling all professional, semi-professional, and real good
amateur musicians!
The third Annual First Unitarian Musicale needs you! If you or a group you are in have a piece of
music that you are particularly proud of, here’s a Saint Patrick’s Day chance to perform in front
of a welcoming audience and raise some money for the mission of First Unitarian.
Those of you who have participated in past musicales know what fun they are. For those
of you who are first-timers, you’re in for a treat. This is an event for the entire RI community,
not just First Unitarian members, so please invite your music loving friends to the Musicale,
whether or not you’re performing!
There is no restriction on the style of music performed, but this is an all acoustic show, so
there will be no mikes or amplifiers. Each performer is limited to one 5 minute piece.
This show is as much fun to put on as it is to watch. So, whether you perform or not, please
mark March 17 on your calendar and be part of the First Unitarian Spring Musicale.

Women’s Alliance Coffee Sale

If you are interested in auditioning for a solo or small ensemble Musicale appearance, please
email David House (dlhouse51@comcast.net) with your name or the ensemble’s name, title
of the piece, how long it takes to perform, and a good phone number/times to reach you.

The Women’s Alliance supports community charities with the proceeds from their coffee sales.
New Harvest is now supplying
smaller, 12 oz. bags of coffee (instead
of the 16 oz. bags), and the cost is proportionally less: Regular for $12 and
Decaf for $13. Stop by the Alliance
coffee table in the Atrium.

Kindness Rocks!
Sunday, February 19 during Coffee Hour
Fun, inspiring, and surprising, Kindness Rocks are an international phenomenon. Join us
during Coffee Hour to create your own Kindness Rocks to share. We will provide clean rocks,
weather-proof art supplies, and space for creativity. Once decorated, the rocks can be dropped,
found, shared, or kept as needed. Kindness Rocks Project
founder Megan Murphy says the project “was created to
spread inspiration and motivation for unsuspecting recipients through random inspirational rocks dropped along
the way.” Rock decorators of all ages are welcome and no
design experience is required. Please join us!
If you would like to learn more about Kindness Rocks,
please visit their website (TheKindnessRocksProject.
com). Or you can ask Cynthia Rosengard (crosengard@gmail.com) or Katy Killilea (katykillilea@yahoo.com) for more information about our plan for February 19.

Our Coffee Hour Needs You!
Be our Valentine this month and bring treats for
our Coffee Hour. Our Coffee Hour is a cooperative
effort organized by the Women’s Alliance with
donations from our congregation of baked or
bought goodies (peanut and peanut butter–free,
please!) such as brownies, cookies, fruit, cheese
and crackers, sandwiches, coffee cake and more.
In order to feed the ravenous crowd each Sunday,
we need eight people bringing donations that
serve 24 each. Sign-ups are preferred in order to
plan for each upcoming Sunday.
Sign up in the first parlor during Coffee Hour and
go home with a reminder. You just might get a
kiss!

Join Alliance Members for A Night at the Theater
Thursday, March 9
Tickets available for purchase on Sundays during February
The Women’s Alliance is hosting a Night at the Theater for a performance of William Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet, presented by The Players at the Barker Playhouse on Benefit Street.
The Alliance has purchased half the house (50 seats) on the evening of Thursday, March 9, and
is inviting members of the congregation to join us.
Discounted, limited-seating tickets are $20.
There will be a dessert reception before the performance.
Reserving your ticket now will help the Alliance plan for the evening. You will be given a
ticket as a reminder. Tickets may be purchased at the Alliance Coffee Sales table during Coffee
Hour.
Net proceeds from this event will be donated to the First Unitarian Church Capital Campaign.

Calling All History Buffs!
February 5 at noon
The History Committee meets on the first Sunday of the month to plan new projects and
review ongoing and recent work. The committee
invites all who are interested to attend and find
out more about our plans. The next meeting will
be on Sunday, February 5, at noon in the History
Room at the top of the Parish House stairs.
– Janet Downing Taylor
for the History Committee
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Social Justice

Our Community Collection
The Christmas Eve collections for the First Unitarian Church Food Share Food Pantry was $3,983
– the largest collection to date! Many thanks to
all who contributed.

Neighborhood Social Justice
Monthly Meeting, Sunday, February 5 at 12:15p
Neighborhood Social Justice takes on projects to lighten the load of
low-income and homeless Rhode Islanders. Please join us to learn more
about our work and perhaps to contribute some ideas of your own.

Loaves & Fishes Mission

Volunteer at First Unitarian’s Food
Share Pantry

Tuesday, February 7 from noon to 7:00p

Distribution Day: Monday, February 20

On the first Tuesday of every month, volunteers deliver food, clothing, and respectful companionship to those at Emmanuel House, a home-less shelter in Providence. All are welcome
and encouraged to come to the church at 12:00p to prepare sandwiches or at 3:00p to collect
clothes and help to load food and clothes in the cars.
Thanks to all who so generously donate to the monthly Loaves & Fishes Missions. We
appreciate your ongoing support. Contact Joe Salvatore (joesuu@gmail.com)

The biggest social justice program at First
Unitarian is the Food Share Pantry. It takes
many volunteers to keep the program going!
Volunteer with your van or truck to transport
food from the RI Food Bank to the church, or
volunteer for a shift on Distribution Day:
Set-up: 2:00p–3:00p,
Shopping with clients: 3:00p–5:00p,
Restock, recycle, and clean up: 5:00p–6:00p.

Y’All Come Community Lunch
Saturday, February 25 at Beneficent Church, Weybosset Street, Providence
The Y’All Come Lunch with the Peace and Justice Team of Beneficent Church will be a special
“pot luck” lunch with entertainment for the homeless. We need the help of people from both
congregations to make this happen. Watch for announcements in the next few weeks.

Contacts: Martha Manno (Mmanno7@comcast.
net) or Nori Duncan (nori.duncan@gmail.com)

Contact: Chiara Van Erp (romano-vanerp-design@cox.net)

You probably know that volunteers at First Unitarian run a very well attended food pantry.
But did you know that members of the congregation who are in need are also welcome
to take part and receive food? You do not have
to be receiving government help or otherwise
demonstrate need. Just come to the church
after 2:30p on the third Monday and fill out a
brief registration form.

The Pantry Is Open to All

Standing on the Side of Love (SSL)
First Unitarian’s Standing on the Side of Love Committee is pleased to have
Prudential Committee endorsement to join the growing movement offering
sanctuary to vulnerable and marginalized communities, including immigrants facing deportation and family breakup. With proposed policies of the new federal administration, urgent
efforts are being made by faith communities and civic organizations to respond actively and
publicly to the suffering of others. As a faith community, we are called by our principles to
respond to all forms of injustice. The interfaith sanctuary movement is reactivated with UUA
involvement.
In 2016, our congregation resolved, through our Black Lives Matter initiative, to pursue
racial justice through intentional learning, public witness and partnership. To this end, SSL is
working on an informed, effective, and proactive response to issues of racial injustice and the
need to provide sanctuary or support to those whose human rights are threatened. Efforts
may include building coalitions with interfaith partners, the UUA, social justice agencies, and
community organizations. Possible strategies, as adapted from the UUA Sanctuary Movement
toolkit, may include efforts to:
• Amplify the moral imperative to stop deportations by lifting up stories of RI individuals,
students, and families threatened by deportation.
• Use our voice to protect sacred spaces /schools under Sensitive Locations guidelines.
• Work with other community organizations to help win stays of deportation.
• Work with undocumented students to defend Deferred Action for Childhood Arrival.
• Support work defending Sanctuary cities and against unjust enforcement policies.
• Participate in/create protection networks to provide: know-your-rights education, sanctuary space, legal assistance, housing assistance, family planning, and bail support funds.
• Oppose Trump border wall/increasing criminalization/mandatory immigrant sentencing.
• Defend asylum seekers by speaking out and helping provide critical legal assistance.
SSL is signing the UUA pledge “Resist Deportation and Discrimination through Sanctuary.”
We encourage your support. Learn more at: https://action.groundswell-mvmt.org/petitions/
we-pledge-to-resist-deportation-and-discrimination-through-sanctuary_
Please join us to educate, engage, forge coalitions and strategize to move this work forward.
We look forward to standing with you on the side of love.

Knitting for a Better World
Every Tuesday from 7:00-9:00p
Come join fellow knitters for a
casual evening of knitting and
conversation. Work on your own
project or knit for one of First Unitarian’s social
justice projects. Drop in any Tuesday evening.
Beginners are always welcome. We have yarn and
needles to get you started.
Contact: Kathy Ahlquist (Katherine.ahlquist@
gmail.com)

Find Us on Facebook!
First Unitarian’s Facebook page is loaded with
updates, useful links, photos,
and more! Type “First Unitarian
Providence” in the search box and
check it out!
If you are interested in posting a churchrelated event, email to Membership Coordinator
Jenn Nardone (mem@firstunitarianprov.org) or
contact the church office.
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For more information on these and future programs (meeting locations, contact
information, etc.), see details in the church newsletterm at www.firstunitarianprov.org

Sunday

Monday

Tuesday

Wednesday
1

1

Prudential
Committee 6:00p
Meditation 7:00p

5

Worship 10:30a

at 11:30a
Annual Cookoff
at 12:00p
Mentor/Mentee
History Comm.

6

7

Women’s Alliance:
Meeting: 10:00a
Program: 11:00a
Luncheon: noon

Path to
Membership 7:00p
Tai Chi 7:00p

at 12:15p
Neighborhood SJ

Zendo 7:00p

UU Men 7:00p

12

Worship 10:30a

Loaves & Fishes
Mission
12:00–7:00p

13

Knitting for a
Better World 7:00p

14

at 12:00p
Sing-a-long

Tai Chi 7:00p
Zendo 7:00p

19

20
Presidents’ Day

at 11:30a
Food Pantry Food
Shuttle

OFFICE CLOSED
Food Pantry Open
2:00p–6:00p
Zendo 7:00p

26

Harvest the Power
7:00p
Meditation 7:00p

Search Committee
6:30p

Path to
Membership 7:00p

at 12:00p
Cong. Conv. on
Sanctuary

Tai Chi 7:00p
Knitting for a
Better World 7:00p
Zendo 7:00p

Meditation 7:00p

R.E. Committee
6:30p

23

Tai Chi 7:00p

Worship 10:30a

Reimag. Rel. 7:00p

3

Saturday
4

Saturday Social
Suppers
(M. Frappier/
C. Delaney)

10

11

Art in the Atrium
Opening
AAll-Parish Supper
5:45p
Program 7:45p

17

18

24

25

Deacons 5:30p
Search Committee
6:30p

Path to
Membership 7:00p

28

27

16

Harvest the Power
7:00p

22

Knitting for a
Better World 7:00p

Friday

Search Committee
6:30p

Worship
Committee 6:00p

Reimag. Rel. 7:00p

21

Worship 10:30a

Kindness Rocks

Knitting for a
Better World 7:00

2

9

Path to
Membership 7:00p

Teacher Lunch

Thursday

8

15

February 2017

Meditation 7:00p

Search Committee
6:30p

