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I  n  s  i  d  e

We are a 
Welcoming CongregationSunday, April 2 Senior High Youth:  

10:30a A Multigenerational Service
Youth are shapers of our UU living tradition. Please come support and participate in their 
creative worship experience, including a recognition of graduating seniors. 

Childcare for newborns–four-year-olds open in the Parish House.

Sunday, April 9 Passover:  “Elijah’s Cup” 
10:30a  Rev. Charles Blustein Ortman   

Young people begin in their classrooms and worship in Chapel.  

Sunday, April 16 Easter Sunday: A Multigenerational Service  
10:30a “What Did You See?” Rev. Charles Blustein Ortman

We will celebrate Child Dedications during the service (see bottom of page 3).
The Community Collection will be for Stages of Freedom Swim Empowerment –  
providing all Rhode Island children with the opportunity to learn how to swim. 

Childcare for newborns–four-year-olds is open in the Parish House.

Sunday, April 23 “A Church on a Mission” [or possible Candidating Week] 
10:30a  Rev. Charles Blustein Ortman

Young people begin in their classrooms and worship in Chapel.  

Sunday, April 30 “Inward Journey—Outward Action” [or possible Candidating Week] 
10:30a  (Rev.) Lee Clasper-Torch, M. Div. 
Lee served on the faculty of Moses Brown School for 25 years—teaching courses in Comparative 
Religion, Philosophy, and Ethics. He is currently an adjunct professor in Philosophy of Religion at 
CCRI, a workshop, presentation and retreat teacher, and serves as the Men’s Engagement Coordi-
nator for the RI Coalition Against Domestic Violence. 

Young people begin in their classrooms and worship in Chapel or special program.

Sunday, May 7 “A Church on a Mission” [or possible Candidating Week] 
10:30a  Rev. Charles Blustein Ortman

Young people begin in their classrooms and worship in Chapel or special program.

Got a Suggestion for a Summer Service?
Our worship services from mid-June to Labor Day weekend are led by members and friends 
of the congregation and occasional guest speakers. They are planned and hosted by the Wor-
ship Committee. Summer services are an opportunity for us to learn more about the spiritual 
insights, passions, and life-changing events that are important to the people who share this 
religious community with us. 
 The Worship Committee is seeking your suggestions about possible speakers, including 
yourself, who might like to share an aspect of their spiritual path. Please look for us at Coffee 
Hour or contact anyone on the committee. 

Worship Committee: Neil Bartholomew (chair), Michael Currier, Elissa Emerson, Betty Finn, 
Watson Lerner, Jacqui Nye, Kelley Smith
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From My Window . . . Deacons’ Corner
There is a saying that half of a conver-
sation is listening. As winter (slowly) 
bends toward spring, the Deacons 
have been meeting and thinking 
about what we heard in our conversa-
tions with Members and Friends during the fall 
and winter, and planning ways we can take the 
ideas and needs passed on by those who shared 
with us. The Deacon Call Report, which we out-
lined in last month’s column, provided an idea 
of current trends within the congregation. We 
also passed on requests and questions to other 
groups within the congregation as needed. Part 
of our mandate is working to support those con-
nections.
 There are also a couple of projects we are 
working on in our own group. One is another 
reading group, a second round of discussion on 
The New Jim Crow. Please look for more informa-
tion on this to come. We had a very exciting dis-
cussion on this at our last meeting, and it should 
be an interesting program.
 We also are asking for feedback on another 
project we are trying to develop. We heard from a 
number of members that they were interested in 
expanding music programs, and in keeping with 
the Deacons’ second mandate – supporting the 
spiritual ties of the congregation – we are look-
ing into bringing a Kirtan to First Unitarian.
 For those of you who don’t know, a Kirtan is a 
form of participatory spiritual music and perfor-
mance that comes originally from India. Some-
what hard to describe, it is part performance, 
part instrumental, part chanting; people can sit, 
or sometimes dance, or even join in drumming or 
playing along. (Some of you may remember the 
rock god of Kirtan, Krishna Das, when he was at 
First Unitarian some years ago.) There are a num-
ber of factors we are trying to work out to decide 
who to bring, and how to do it, but we would 
really like feedback on how many of you might 
be interested in attending such an event.
 If you have feedback, please contact Ariadne 
Greenberg (ariadne15@cox.net).

The Deacons: Tom Getz (401.726.1667) &  
Mary Speare (401.521.3262), Senior Deacons 
Jim Barfoot (401.521.9097) 
Joe Fisler (401.274.1410) 
Ariadne Greenberg (401.247.7557) 
Sharon Kernan (401.723.1745 ) 
Katy Killilea (401.861.0582) 
Judie Knilans (401.246.0192) 
Dave Lewis (603.204.7505)

Rev. Charles Blustein Ortman, Interim Minister
Office Hours: Tuesday, Wednesday, and Friday
min@firstunitarianprov.org

Chinese philosopher Confucius once noted, “Act with kindness, but do not 
expect gratitude.” Now, there’s an aspiration, one which is much more easi-
ly said than accomplished! As our time together draws near its conclusion, 
I find myself struggling between addressing pressing issues in the world 
(there seem to be so many of them) and addressing the very exciting pros-

pect you have of calling a new minister within the next month and a half. Perhaps the Con-
fucius quote gives me an opportunity to address both. 
 I recently had a conversation with a friend of mine who is serving on the ministerial search 
committee for his United Church of Christ congregation. Their settlement process is very sim-
ilar to ours.
 “How’s it going?” I asked. 
 “We’re down to two primary candidates,” he said. “The problem seems to be, though, that 
the committee is evenly divided between the two. The bigger problem is that our committee 
members who are favoring the other candidate are just wrong.”
 “There’s no chance that you might come to favor the other candidate?” I asked. 
 “No,” he said. “The other choice would be so wrong for our congregation. I just don’t know 
how I can make the others see this.”
 “I suspect,” I said, “that those on the other side might be wondering how they might help 
you to see the light as well.”
 “They’re just wrong,” he concluded the conversation. 
 I have to admit that I was sorry to be unable to help my friend see that he was being as 
close-minded as he was imagining his fellow search committee members to be. 
 I suspect that there are times when many of us are so self-assured of the truthfulness of 
our own viewpoint that we fail to see how important kindness could be in our relationships. 
It’s hard to be kind if our primary thought is that we have to be, or that we are, right. My friend 
absolutely wanted what was best for his congregation, but he was unable to believe that 
those with a different view of the candidates also wanted what was best for the congregation. 
I have to think that if they all were more open to the possibilities of kindness, openness, and 
caring, the process would have a better chance at the intended outcome – a good choice of a 
new minister. 
 So here’s the thing. We can have faith in the process that was developed by your search 
committee here at First Unitarian. They have worked hard to establish their relationships with 
kindness, openness, and caring. They will bring you a candidate whom they together agree 
will be the right minister for this moment in the church’s history. And the other thing . . . no 
matter how weird and difficult the world around us becomes, it will be well served by kind-
ness, openness, and caring. 
 I have to think that, no matter what any of us are doing, to include kindness in our actions 
makes for a better process, as well as for a better outcome. Tenzin Gyatso (the 14th Dalai Lama) 
once said, “Be kind whenever possible. It is always possible!” 
 I think so. 
 So, here’s to hoping the world will be kind to you – and no matter what, that you will be 
kind in the world.

W h e e l  o f  l i f e

Condolences to: 
Greg Kniseley and his family on the death of Greg’s father at the age of 96. 
Kim Ziegelmayer and her family on the death of Kim’s father, who would have been 99 years 
old.  
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Spiritual Pathways
Turning Points and Moments of Grace
The Senior High Youth Service, Passover, Easter, Climate Justice Month, 
Earth Day, April Fool’s, and of course, perhaps, Settled Minister Candidating 
Week. April is packed with opportunities for transformation and growth.  
I have been reflecting on the impending spring and all that it might mean, 

if we can pay attention. 
 I believe that our congregation of children, youth, and adults is poised to leap into a sea-
son of multigenerational, multicultural justice action. There are clear signs of this movement, 
from the threads of sanctuary preparation sewn by the Standing on the Side of Love team and 
supported by the governing board to the successful, innovative programming for people of all 
ages, envisioned and made real by the Spiritual Pathways team (aka RE Committee). There are 
energized Deacons, Caring Networkers, Joyful Noise singers, Community Band players, and a 
refreshed Climate Justice group. These are healthy signs of a congregation balancing individ-
ual spirituality with community vitality. 
 One of my professional goals has been to create opportunities for families to find rele-
vance and inspiration in our Unitarian Universalist faith development programming. This year, 
we piloted two multigrade days, with guest leaders, involving young people’s worship, time 
with Junior and Senior High youth and advisors, and volunteer teacher lunch programs. Tim 
DeChristopher and Bryan Cahall, climate justice activists, led the fall event to broad acclaim. 
Most recently, Matt Meyer, percussion artist, worship leader, and educator, was our guest pre-
senter. Matt embodies a full-week UU faith and shared his connection with the Lucy Stone 
Cooperative and Sanctuary Boston, as well as inspirational and interactive rhythm, music, 
and justice worship. It was an awesome experience. These “experli-learns” will inform how the 
2017-18 curriculum evolves. 
 April holds multiple multigenerational celebrations, including our annual youth-led wor-
ship service, with bridging of seniors to the young adult community, the Coming of Age trip 
to UUA headquarters in Boston, child dedications, and more. Lifelong learning is inherent in 
our UU culture, and my work in connecting UU leaders and resources with our Standing on 
the Side of Love efforts has been fulfilling. I look forward to a continuing collaboration and 
expanded adult faith development/social justice programming next year. 
 As a teacher of Harvest the Power, a UUA leadership development curriculum, I have been 
able to serve the congregation as well as tune up my own skills in spotting adaptive chal-
lenges, those times “that require developing organizational, cultural, and spiritual capacity to 
meet problems successfully, according to our values and principles” (Ron Heifetz). Our class of 
church leaders has been learning that there is need for management with technical solutions 
blended with leadership that looks at the bigger picture of the congregation. “When lead-
ers have the courage to ask not only ‘Are we doing things right?’ but also ‘Are we doing right 
things?’ the results can mean a turning point or moment of grace for the congregation and its 
work in the world” (Gil Rendle).
 I’m ready to leap, 

Cathy Seggel, Director of Religious Education
401.421.7970
dre@firstunitarianprov.org

Seeking Interested Team-Teaching 
Volunteers
Some team-teaching opportunities are available 
next fall for interested adults in the congrega-
tion. Our Sunday school is a cooperative venture, 
with adults – parents and non-parents – sharing 
their time and gifts with our children and youth. 
Current volunteers have first choice to remain on 
class teams.
 Spring (April and May) is when we explicitly 
seek interest from those who might like to teach. 
The RE Committee and I are happy to connect at 
any time. We look forward to your involvement. 

To learn more, stop by the RE office during 
Coffee Hour or contact Cathy Seggel (dre@
firstunitarianprov.org, 401.421.7970).

It’s Your Year! Sign Up for Star Island 
Now is the perfect time for families to consider 
attending one of the many wonderful summer 
programs at UU camps and conference centers 
in the New England/New York region and around 
the country. The UUA website has links (www.uua.
org/directory/where/camps-retreats-and-con-
ferences) to UU centers offering a wide variety of 
programs for children, youth, and adults. 
 Cathy Seggel and others from our congre-
gation will be attending the Star Island Lifespan 
Religious Education Week, July 15–22. The 2017 
theme is Growing Unitarian Universalism in a 
Changing World. 

Contact Cathy (dre@firstunitarianprov.org or 
401.421.7970) for funding options and with your 
questions. 

General Assembly in New Orleans!
The 2017 Unitarian Universalist General Assem-
bly will be held in New Orleans, Louisiana, from 
June 21 to 25. This year’s theme is Resist and 
Rejoice. 
 A new UUA President will be chosen during 
this year’s GA by delegates 
from member congrega-
tions (delegates may vote 
either on-site or remote-
ly). First Unitarian has nine 
delegate slots, based on our membership. Our 
delegates will be chosen by the Prudential Com-
mittee from among those who express interest in 
serving as a delegate. 
 Online registration for GA attendance and 
housing began on March 1. 
 For information, go to uua.org/ga. Or contact 
Cathy Seggel in the church office (dre@firstuni-
tarianprov.org or 401.421.7970).

Child Dedications
Sunday, April 16
The next child dedication ceremony will take place during the Easter Sunday service on April 
16. Church members with a baby or smaller child who needs dedicating can contact the 
church office (401.421.7970).
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Sight Lines

Keith Brown 
President, Prudential Committee
pres@firstunitarianprov.org

Treasurer’s Report: The Budget 
April is the month when we develop our budget 
for next fiscal year. The proposed budget will be 
presented to the congregation at the Annual 
Meeting in early June. Currently our budget is 
constructed in the following form.
1.  Sources of income: 

a. Annual pledges: 93% of total funds pledged 
(accounts for 7% of pledges not completed) 

b. Endowment: 5% of the total endowment 
c. Rentals from parking lot and church facili-

ties (weddings, group meetings, etc.) 
d. Sunday plate cash collection (three Sundays 

per month, averaging $250–$300) 
e. Fundraising activities 
f. Planned giving 

2.  Expenses: 
a. Salaries and benefits comprise 75% of our 

budget. We currently pay the average for a 
church our size as determined by the UUA. 
Includes minister, religious education direc-
tor, music director, church administrator, 
youth music director, building manager, 
bookkeeper, evening and weekend securi-
ty, and membership coordinator. (Note: all 
full-time employees [except minister] have 
been with First Unitarian for over 15 years). 
Health insurance costs over $77,000, with 
employees paying 20% in addition. 

b. Facility expenses include heat, lights, snow 
and trash removal, insurance, service con-
tracts for heating/AC, elevator and fire sys-
tems, and minor repairs. 

c. Programs include religious ed., music, sum-
mer worship, spiritual development, social 
justice, community life, and stewardship. 

d. Governance includes the costs associated 
with selecting and settling a new minister. 

e. Denominational support includes fair-share 
payments to the UUA and Ballou Channing 
District. We receive UUA services in the min-
isterial search, stewardship, and programs 
with the wider church community. 

f. Office expenses include phone, accounting, 
payroll, postage, office supplies, printing, 
and coffee hour. 

 While not part of our budget, we share one 
Sunday plate each month with outside commu-
nity organizations during the church year. Last 
year we distributed over $12,000 to seven orga-
nizations. 
 We also have several funds which are used to 
assist those in need, including the Pastor’s Fund 
and the Community Food Share Pantry.

– Graham Nye, Treasurer 

I write in early March, as another snowfall blankets the bushes outside my 
office window. The earliest you could be reading this is early April. This 
seems a great metaphor for one of the big opportunities we have to make 
First Unitarian even better than it already is: communication. This is an 

issue that lots of people have identified. If someone is curious, for example, about what we 
voted on in last year’s congregational vote to affirm Black Lives Matter, they can’t easily find it. 
If a new member hears that UUA’s General Assembly will be held in Providence in 2020, they 
don’t necessarily know that First Unitarian sends delegates most years who could tell them 
how uplifting it can be. If a committee wants to identify new volunteer talent, there’s no easy 
mechanism to advertise opportunities, or match-make.
 Why is communication so difficult for us? It’s partly a New England thing, of course; every-
one who’s supposed to know something, already does. And maybe it’s connected with our 
strong sense of history and continuity with the past: if a nineteenth-century building still 
meets our needs, then what’s so wrong with nineteenth-century information technology?
 My answer is: a lot. It was a twentieth-century architect, Louis Sullivan, who famously said, 
“Form ever follows function.” It feels like our worship services do that, built as they are around 
a mix of soaring music and inspiring words shared in a sanctuary that (apart from those mul-
tigenerational services which so many younger families choose to skip) feels pretty full, week 
in, week out. The worn sills, those sturdy pews, and that mighty pulpit do the work we want 
them to.
 Among the tasks your Prudential Committee took on this year – in part as a product of 
questions posed by last year’s ministerial candidates, which our hard-working search commit-
tee passed on – was to look at the form that institutional knowledge takes in our congrega-
tion. Who knows what? How do they know it? Whom do they assume knows it?  Where do they 
go if they want to find something out, or share something they think others need to know? 
 A few years ago, during Neil Bartholomew’s presidency, a retreat was held in which I 
learned about the importance of church size: specifically, how pastoral (up to 150 members) 
and program (150–350 member) churches operate differently, and that churches with over 
350 members are generally referred to as corporate churches. If you read descriptions of the 
characteristics of these different kinds of church, you might feel that First Unitarian represents 
an anomaly: we have almost 600 members and friends, but very little by way of formal struc-
tures to connect us with one another, amplify our energies, share our passions. Instead, it 
can still sometimes feel as if what matters is who you know, how long you’ve been around; 
and that the important conversations and decisions are taking place somewhere else, where 
you’re not welcome.
 Culture changes slowly: when it does, it’s because enough people act to change it. If all 
goes well, in late April or early May we will be hosting a ministerial candidate selected by the 
Ministerial Search Committee, with a view to calling that candidate as our next settled minis-
ter. The MSC listened to what we said we wanted in a settled minister: someone to lead us as 
we seek to live up to our legacy and deliver on the potential that our size and our collective 
talents offer. I hope that all members and friends will take this opportunity to communicate 
through participation in the week-long visit and make their voices heard in the congregational 
vote on calling a minister to take us into our third century.

Fred Jodry - 25th Anniversary -- Fred Jodry is being honored for his 25th year at Brown 
with a performance of Bach’s monumental St. Matthew Passion with the Brown Chorus and 
Schola Cantorum on Friday, April 7, 7:30p at Grace Church. The soloists are Choir Alumni 
who are making careers in Early  Music. Tickets available at (www.Brown/Music/Events - 
$50/35/20).
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Welcome New Members
On Sunday, March 5, we welcomed 12 new mem-
bers during the service. Please look for them and 
welcome them during Coffee Hour. In addition to 
the 11 profiled here, Lilly Soltani signed the book.

Billy & Marti Del Negro
Billy and Marti moved to Providence from Arizo-
na for work, never dreaming they’d be here for 
more than a year. Fourteen years and two kids 
later, they discovered, while it took a while to 
find it, that Providence is home.
     Marti does corporate development for Rhode 
Island NPR, is a self-admitted “do gooder,” and 

an alacritous student of life. Billy is at IBM, managing a sector of the 
electronics recycling program, is an accomplished painter and song 
writer, and coaches youth sports when he can. They have two rays 
of light, Fritz (11) and Baz (7), and a menagerie of animals who keep 
them very, very busy.  
 Their spiritual journey to First Unitarian included Catholicism, 
mysticism, agnosticism, and assorted other isms, but like finding 
Providence, First Unitarian feels like home. The social justice commit-
ment and continued spiritual inquiry resonate deeply with them and 
they are excited for their family to become active members of the 
congregation.

Hadija (Dee) Duefield
Born and raised in Kampala, Uganda, Dee has 
had the opportunity to live in both Rhode 
Island and Texas. That has been an essay in 
contrasts! It certainly typifies the diversity that 
makes up America.
    While finishing up nursing school, Dee 
enjoys listening to NPR and exercising at the 

YMCA. She is looking forward to joining the nursing profession in 
May, where she will combine her background in social work with her 
recent medical training. She is multilingual in English, Luganda, and 
Swahili. She and her husband, Corey, who is also a member of First 
Unitarian, enjoy introducing their two daughters, Elizabeth and Zaria, 
to the myriad of cultures that make up this great nation. Elizabeth 
and Zaria really enjoy attending Sunday school at First Unitarian! 
Dee is happy to reside in Providence and eager to continue being an 
active, and now official, member. 

David & Suzanne Francis
Suzanne and David may hold a record for 
attending First Unitarian without signing the 
book, but they actually have a long history as 
UUs. They joined their first church in Roches-
ter, MN in 1969, taught Human Sexuality (the 
forerunner of OWL) there, and served on the 
board of Prairie Star District’s Camp Unistar 
for several years. When David’s job took them 

back east, they joined the UU Fellowship of Northern Westchester 
(NY) and were active there from the late ’70s to the mid-’80s. Another 
move took them to Stamford, CT, and then, in 2002, to Westerly, RI.

Claude Le Boeuf
Claude was raised in Bristol County, Massachu-
setts. After finishing high school, he served as a 
paramedic on Air Force Search and Rescue crews. 
After discharge in 1975, he worked a variety of 
jobs, then worked for the US Postal Service from 
1986 to 2016, very recently retiring.
    From 1990 to 2004, Claude also had a second 

career as a performing artist. During these years, his work as a per-
forming artist transitioned to doing extensive work with Very Special 
Arts grants. Gaining associate degrees in social services and exercise/
therapy, Claude applied his skills to working with emotionally and 
behaviorally challenged students.
 Claude has great interest in Asian energy healing and Buddhist 
meditation. He enjoys outdoor activity such as hiking, kayaking, 
zip-lining, and climbing.
 Claude is looking forward to becoming active with social justice 
programs here, as well as getting to know people at First Unitarian.

 They began attending First Unitarian occasionally in 2008, when 
they first experimented with weekends in Providence in a West Side 
condo. Despite suggestions that they might find options more con-
venient to Westerly, they preferred First Unitarian. Dave loved the 
music and Suzanne loved the sermons. In July of 2016 they sold their 
Westerly house, moved to Providence full-time, and can now walk to 
church. Bill Twaddell and Graham Nye encouraged them to take the 
Path to Membership class during a conversation about the Capital 
Campaign.  
 David grew up in the Maryland suburbs of DC, and Suzanne in a 
small town outside of Pittsburgh. Suzanne was raised as an Episcopa-
lian, but David was mostly unchurched. They met in Pittsburgh when 
both attended college there and celebrated their 50th wedding anni-
versary last summer! Both are retired now. David earned a Ph.D. in 
engineering and spent a lot of his career messing with computers. 
Suzanne got her master’s in management and was a partner in a 
small consulting firm for 30 years. They have a daughter, son-in-law, 
and delightful 10-year-old granddaughter in Billerica, MA.  

Rachel Spaulding
Raised Unitarian Universalist in Milford, NH, 
Rachel took a long hiatus that included an 
extended affiliation with Reform Judaism. She 
made her way back to UUism following the 
November election and was thrilled to find that 
it felt like coming home. She is grateful to have 

been so warmly welcomed by the community at First Unitarian and 
looks forward to getting to know many more members as she and 
her children, eight-year-old twins Julian and Eloise, become more 
involved in the life of the church. A longtime fundraiser for Brown 
University and a two-decade resident of the East Side and Oak Hill, 
she enjoys hiking, cooking, knitting, biting off more than she can 
chew, and running distances long enough to support her addiction 
to Providence’s wonderful restaurants.

(more on page 6)
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The 2016-17 Ministerial 
Search Committee:  

(front) Wendy Oliver 
John Simmonds (chair) 

Shelley Stephenson;   
(back) Rick Richards  

Domenic Napolitano 
Bill Koteff

Our Ministerial Search
Looking Forward to 
Candidating Week
The Ministerial Search Committee (MSC) is look-
ing forward to bringing a highly-qualified can-
didate to our church for a “candidating week” in 
late April or early May. Leading up to Candidat-

ing Week, the MSC completed a “pre-candidating” weekend with each 
of our three ministerial candidates in February and March. The candi-
dates included husband and wife co-ministers and two female minis-
ters. They ranged in age from 40 to 55 and have a variety of ministerial, 
denominational, and life experiences. 
 We spent a lot of time with each candidate, asking and responding to 
questions, engaging in thought-provoking conversations, hearing each 
preach, and giving each a tour of our wonderful buildings, our beautiful 
city of Providence, and some of the surrounding communities. We also 
spent time getting to know the husbands of the two female ministers.
 Next was a two-week period of meetings for the discernment pro-
cess. Then, on March 24, the MSC submitted its rank-ordered list of 
candidates to the Unitarian Universalist Association, as did every other 
UU church-in-search across the US. At the same time, every minister in 
search also submitted his or her rank-ordered list of churches. 
 The UUA acts as “match maker,” checking all of the lists from search 
committees and ministers to identify the matches. Rev. Keith Kron at the 
UUA is in charge of coordinating this effort. The MSC is not allowed to 
contact candidates directly during this process until the match is final-
ized. We will announce on April 2 whether or not we have a match.
 In late April or early May, the chosen candidate will visit for about 
ten days, including two weekends. The dates of the visit will be final-
ized once the candidate is selected and consulted. This minister (or 
co-ministers) will preach on a Sunday near the beginning of the visit, 
and then again on the Sunday at the end of the visit. In between Sun-
days, the minister/s will meet with as many members of the church as 
possible. There will be multiple opportunities for members to interact 
with the minister/s at various meetings and activities throughout the 
week. Immediately following the second worship service, there will be 
a congregational meeting to discuss the suitability of the candidate for 
our church. At the end of this discussion, members will have the oppor-
tunity to vote on whether or not to call a minister.
 The MSC looks forward to introducing the congregation to our next 
minister!

– Wendy Oliver and John Simmonds for the MSC

David Stiger
Originally hailing from Somerset, New Jersey, 
David moved with his girlfriend, Alex, in July 
of 2016 to Warwick, RI. The two joyfully moved 
because Alex got into a URI graduate program. 
Currently, David is working part-time as a home 
theater sales consultant and hopes to attend 
Rhode Island College to obtain his teaching cer-

tificate this upcoming fall. Being a “young” person with a lot of ques-
tions pertaining to faith, philosophy, ethics, community, and politics, 
David found First Unitarian through the local Showing Up for Racial 
Justice (SURJ) meeting in February. Noting that First Unitarian’s values 
aligned with his own, and that the building is located near his favorite 
doughnut shoppes and bars, David became curious about First Uni-
tarian. To his delight, it turned out that the First Unitarian congregants 
were his kind of people. 
 David is sometimes easy to spot in person; because he has a con-
dition called strabismus, he is visually impaired and sometimes wears 
an eye patch over his right eye (but often he avoids the hassle, against 
his doctor’s wishes) – certainly a trend-setter in the making. Feel free 
to approach him and strike up a conversation about religious history, 
politically charged music, being a cat owner (oh, the inescapable hair), 
and the art of brewing craft ales! 

Welcome New Members (cont’d)

Alex, Shana & Rowan Vanderweele Ortman
Alex and Shana recently moved to the East Bay 
of Rhode Island from the East Bay of California 
(Oakland), and they are very happy to be set-
tling into such a warm and welcoming congre-
gation at First Unitarian. They have a two-year 
old son named Rowan, who is obsessed with 
puzzles and who asks if he can “go to church” 

frequently. Both Alex and Shana are loving exploring the food and 
restaurant scene as well as the beautiful outdoors here in Rhode Island. 
They are both “preacher’s kids” of Unitarian Universalist ministers, and 
are very excited about having First Unitarian be the very first church 
they are joining as a family.

Laura Whitaker
Laura graduated from Salve Regina University 
with a degree in literature. For the past decade, 
she has been working in the insurance industry. 
She has many hobbies – singing, playing the pia-
no, reading, and writing. Laura grew up Roman 
Catholic with her older brother and sister. While 
First Unitarian is her first Unitarian church, Laura 

feels as if she has always viewed the world from a Unitarian Universalist 
perspective, only she didn’t know it.
 One of her favorite quotes is from the late Elie Wiesel: “For me, every 
hour is grace. And I feel gratitude in my heart each time I can meet 
someone and look at his or her smile.” Laura wishes to thank the First 
Unitarian community for welcoming her with “immeasurable good will 
and open heartedness.” She looks forward to learning and growing with 
us for many years to come. Laura lives in East Providence.
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April All-Parish Supper
Friday, April 21
Everyone, young and old and in between, is welcome at these monthly 
gatherings of members and friends of the congregation.  
5:45p  Social Hour: Bring hors d’oeuvres to share and/or wine for your 

own party if you wish. 
6:15p  Potluck Dinner: Please bring a dish to share that serves at least eight people. You can 
bring a main dish, a vegetable, a salad, or a dessert.
7:45p  Program in the Auditorium:  “On Being a Muslim in America”
Our speaker is an articulate young Muslim cleric, Imam Sami A. Aziz, who is the Muslim chap-
lain at Wesleyan University and Imam of the Bloomfield House of Islam. 
 Imam Sami is a very interesting speaker and will give a talk on his life in America and some 
of the opportunities and struggles that he and his fellow Muslims have experienced living 
here. How does it feel to be attacked by the U.S. president and despised by some of our cit-
izens? What are the roots and manifestations of Islamophobia? How and to what extent are 
Islamic values and American values compatible? 
 Our speaker will discuss some of the ways that Muslims in America are trying to deal with 
the threats and the prejudice. He will suggest ways that our communities can become better 
connected, and ways that UUs might serve as allies. His goal is “collaboration for peace.” 
 People from local Muslim congregations are being invited to join us for this event. Please 
plan to attend and get to know and lend your support to some of our Muslim brothers and 
sisters.
 Reservations for the dinner are strongly requested. Please fill out the tear-off form in the 
Sunday Meeting House Times and put it in the collection plate; see Jim Estey at Coffee Hour; or 
call the church office in advance (401.421.7970). Childcare for infants and children to age 10 
will be available for parents who request in advance; call Jim Estey (401.351.1748).

The Caring Network at First Unitarian
Phone Buddies: Who What Where Why When How
Recently, a member of our church fell at home. This member lives alone. The person lay on 
the floor for several days unable to get up and unable to reach a phone to 
call for help. Eventually a friend from the church called and the member 
was found and transported to the hospital. Since the ordeal, this person has 
been in a skilled nursing facility in Massachusetts. She has no family nearby.
 Who.  Phone buddies are pairs of people who agree to be phone buddies 
and contact each other on a daily basis by phone or email. They select each 
other.
 What.  Phone buddies keep in touch. They decide what works best for them and how often 
to make contact. They define what to do if they cannot reach one another. Some people agree 
to call within a set time; some people agree that a visit be made; some people ask that a fam-
ily member or neighbor be dispatched to check in to make sure each other is safe. For most 
buddies, it is a brief call. Some prefer a longer interaction. It is up to the buddies to define what 
works best for them.
 Where. In the home. Usually the home of a person or persons living alone.
 Why.  So we can be safe. No one knows or can predict when something like the incident 
desribed above will happen. It is especially important for folks living alone, but is not restricted 
to them.
 When.  Sooner rather than later. We do not want this to happen to you. We want you to be 
safe. 
 How.  Call or contact the Phone Buddies coordinator, Judie Knilans. She does not assign 
buddies but can help identify a possible buddy (judiek3@aol.com or 401.246.0192).

Community Life Saturday Social Suppers
April 1 starting at 5:30p
The April Supper will be at the home of Doris and 
David Bridgehouse in Smithfield.
 People new to the church are encouraged to 
attend; it’s a very nice way to meet others from 
our church family.
 For reservations, contact Shirley DiMatteo 
(shelly-dimatteo@verizon.net, 401.477.9668) with 
the number of people in your party and what you 
would like to bring. 

May All-Parish Supper 
Friday, May 12
The topic of our after-dinner program is Global 
Trumpism. Our presenter will be Brown econom-
ics professor Mark Blyth, a dynamic and provoc-
ative speaker. Blyth views Trumpism as a form 
of contemporary populism that is derived from 
both the political right and the political left. The 
thesis he wishes to explore, however, is that its 
roots can best be found in the global economy 
and have been 30 years in the making. Our task 
is to understand Trumpism for what it is, and not 
for what we wish it to be. Please plan to join us 
for this timely and thought provoking program.

Art in the Atrium 
The exhibit by the artists’ group Fun-A-Day Prov-
idence stayed longer than previously planned, 
offering a chance to be seen and admired by 
many. 
 It will be followed by an exhibit of oil and 
acrylic paintings titled “One Way – Recollections 
of Texas,” by our guest artist, Alfredo Lorenzo. 
A RISD graduate in landscape architecture, he 
is known for his joyous pastel and acrylic work, 
reminiscent of the serenity and color palette of 
the Caribbean islands, his homeland. 
 If you are interested in showing your work 
in the Atrium, please contact Chiara Van Erp  
(romano- vanerp-design@cox.net)

Atrium Bookstore 
The bookstore is open every Sunday during the 
regular church year in the Atrium during Coffee 
Hour. Besides the books that we get from the 
UUA’s own Beacon Press and Skinner House, we 
also offer books from Skylight Paths Publishing, 
an interfaith publisher of various faith traditions. 
We have copies of the recent reading group 
books: The New Jim Crow and The Third Recon-
struction. Please stop by and browse our selec-
tions. 
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Community Life The Women’s Alliance 
Monthly Meeting 
Monday, April 3
Sharing Stories 
Speaker: Len Cabral
Len will talk about the connection we can make 
through sharing stories about the events of our 
lives, stories that come from our childhoods and 
from our names. About who told us stories and 
where were those stories told: on the porch? In 
the sun room? Around the kitchen table? Stories 
give us a sense of place and a way to connect 
with each other. 
Len Cabral is a recent recipient of the Pell Award for 
Excellence in the Arts. A nationally known storytell-
er, he is a strong advocate for the arts and for diver-
sity in the arts. His own background is rooted in the 
Cape Verde Islands. Len has been a member of First 
Unitarian since 1985.

Camp Street Ministries 
Save your grocery receipts from Eastside Market-
place and place them in the collection box at the 
back table in the Atrium near the Haynes Room. 
The Women’s Alliance collects them for the  ben-
efit of Camp Street Ministries.

Women’s Alliance Coffee Sale
The Women’s Alliance supports community char-
ities with the proceeds from its coffee sales at 
Coffee Hour every Sunday. 
  New Harvest is now supplying 
smaller, 12 oz. bags of coffee (instead 
of the 16 oz. bags), and the cost is 
proportionally less: Regular $12 and 
Decaf $13. Stop by the Alliance coffee table in the 
Atrium. 

Our Coffee Hour Needs You!
April showers won’t spoil our Coffee Hours this 
month, thanks to the generosity of those in our 
church community bringing delicious contri-
butions for our enjoyment. Our Coffee Hour is 
a cooperative effort organized by the Women’s 
Alliance with donations from our congregation of 
peanut- and peanut-butter–free baked or bought 
goodies such as brownies, cookies, fruit, cheese 
and crackers, sandwiches, coffee cake, and more. 
In order to feed the ravenous crowd each Sunday, 
we need eight people bringing donations that 
serve 24 each. 
 Sign-ups are preferred in order to plan for 
each upcoming Sunday. Sign up in the first parlor 
during Coffee Hour and go home with a remind-
er so you won’t forget.

Antiques & Uniques – Annual Indoor Yard Sale 
Saturday, April 1, 10:00a–2:00p 
Don’t be a fool – come by and come buy on April 1! 
    It’s time again for the Women’s Alliance Indoor Yard Sale. Browse the 
many bargains in household goods, small working appliances, toys, furni-

ture, dinnerware, kitchenware, tools, domestics, vintage clothing and accessories, hard-cover 
books, art, CDs, videos, and more! Parlor Specialties (the “better” items) will be featured in the 
Paneled Parlor. 
 The Yard Sale is sponsored by the First Unitarian Women’s Alli-
ance. Proceeds from the sale, after expenses, will benefit local 
charities supporting women and families. This year’s charities are: 
Beautiful Day/The Providence Granola Project, Dorcus International Institute/Family Literacy 
Center, Planned Parenthood of RI, and Sophia Academy.

2017 Alliance Easter Desserts
Order forms available during Coffee Hour at the Women’s Alliance coffee table
Pick up desserts on Easter Sunday, April 16, during Coffee Hour
The Women’s Alliance is once again offering a selection of desserts for your Easter Sunday 
dinner. Net proceeds support Alliance contributions to local charities that support women and 
families. Items with an asterisk (*) are gluten-free. 

Almond Cake with Strawberry Sauce – This delicious, single-layer almond cake gets a triple 
almond whammy from almond paste, sliced almonds, and amaretto. It comes with a strawber-
ry compote and is even better if you add whipped cream.  Serves 8–10  $25

Decorated Easter Egg Cake – Back again because it’s a favorite with the 
children. This yellow cake shaped like an egg with colorful decorations is a 
sight to behold. Serves 12–16  $25

Coconut Cake – This is the first year we have offered coconut cake. This one was the favorite in 
the Alliance coconut cake taste test. It is a perfect blend of coconut and pecans.   
  Serves 12–16  $35

Pineapple Pie – Our fresh fruit pie this year is a pineapple pie. The pineapple is covered with a 
streusel topping and looks like a giant flower nestled into a delicious, flaky pie crust.  
  Serves 10–12  $15

Walnut Nut-Roll Cake with Chocolate Ganache Frosting* – A flourless cake with a smooth 
nut-cream filling and chocolate covering makes this a dessert to savor slowly. It’s not heavy, so 
it’s good after a big meal.      Serves 12–16  $35

Yogurt Panna Cotta with Caramel Crunch* – Light, creamy, and smooth, this is the perfect 
dessert after a large meal. It comes in individual portions.  8 for $26, 6 for $22, or 4 for $18

French Silk Mousse* – Chocolate to die for, not too sweet but so-o-o smooth! It comes in indi-
vidual portions like the panna cotta (above). You can mix and match with the panna cotta for 
something for everyone.  8 for $26, 6 for $22, or 4 for $18

Can You Help Put On Our Annual May Breakfast?
Sunday, May 7 (previously held on a Saturday)
This year First Unitarian will be hosting its third annual May breakfast on May 7. Rebecca 
Alberg, Jim Barfoot, and Mary Frappier are starting the process. For it to be successful, they 
need at least 20 others to join them.
 Would you like to cook, decorate, or organize for a couple of hours? To be part of this 
fun event, please talk to any one of the organizers at Coffee Hour or call Rebecca Alberg 
(401.231.4104).
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Community Life Spiritual Development
Benevolent Street Zendo 
An Ongoing Zen Meditation Group 
Every Monday at 7:00p
Benevolent Street Zendo is a member commu-
nity of the Boundless Way Zen Sangha, an inter-
faith Zen community. We meet most Mondays 
from 7:00p to 8:30p in the Parish House. All are 
welcome. If you have never attended, please 
arrive at 6:40p for a brief orientation. You may call 
or text Cindy Bapties (401.573.0881). 
 Cindy and George Beshers are practice lead-
ers. This is offered as an activity of First Unitarian, 
but is part of Boundless Way Zen (www.bound-
lesswayzen.org, Benevolent Street Zen).  

Innate Wisdom and Compassion 
Meditation
Every Wednesday at 7:00p
This drop-in group offers guided meditations of 
wisdom, love, and compassion. These practices 
are adapted from Tibetan Buddhism into new 
forms that can touch the hearts and minds of 
people from all backgrounds and faiths, to help 
each of us bring out the best in ourselves and in 
our service and social action. 

Contact: Ken Bent (kenbent@cox.net)

Reimagining Religion  
2nd and 4th Tuesdays at 7:00p 
Reimagining Religion is an ongoing attempt to 
employ the best recent scholarship in coming to 
grips with issues raised by radically new devel-
opments in the study of religion and thereby 
achieving a fuller appreciation of what religious 
literacy entails in the twenty-first century. 

Leader: Tom Hall (twh2nd@aol.com)

Tai Chi
Every Tuesday at 7:00p
Tai Chi class for beginners to advanced, children 
to seniors. All inclusive. Instruction and perfor-
mance. For information or to sign up, contact 
Sean Connor (seanconnor@cox.net).

UUMen
Sunday, April 2, 7:00–9:00p 
Topic: The Secret Lives of Men
Men aren’t the only ones who deal with loneli-
ness, anger, and being judgmental, but we don’t 
always acknowledge these issues or face them 
head on. At this meeting, we’ll give it a shot.  
Facilitators: Tony Allen and David Riley. Join us. 

Path to Membership Classes 
Tuesdays, May 2, 9, 16 & 23, 7:00–9:00p
The Path to Membership class is for anyone who is interested in member-
ship or in learning more about Unitarian Universalism or about First Uni-
tarian. This four-session course is offered three times during the year; this is 

the last series for this church year. The classes are led by our Interim Minister, Charlie Ortman; 
our Director of Religious Education, Cathy Seggel; and our Membership Coordinator, Jenn Nar-
done. Childcare will be provided if requested in advance. 
 For anyone unable to attend the Tuesday evening sessions, arrangements will be made to 
provide a “mini-course” as an alternative. 

If you have questions or to register, contact: Jenn Nardone, Membership Coordinator (mem@
firstunitarianprov.org) or call the office (401.421.7970). She can be found in the Newcomers’ 
Cafe behind the fireplace on Sundays.

Meeting House Restoration Update
A forensic engineer will be testing to locate the exact cause of water entering 
the bell tower, which has resulted in interior damage to our balcony entry way. 
Testing will be conducted over two days, scheduled for Tuesday, April 11 and 
Wednesday, April 12, with a rain date of Thursday, April 13. A large boom truck 
will be taking up all parking spaces next to the Meeting House wall during 
the day and overnight while the testing is going on. Please plan accordingly. 
 Once the exact cause of the water leak is discovered, our architect, Corrie de Boer, will cre-
ate the scope of work documents necessary for competitive bids to complete full restoration 
beginning in spring 2018. A temporary patch will be put in place directly after testing to stop 
further leaking until the restoration can begin. For any questions, please contact David House, 
Meeting House Restoration Coordinator (dlhouse51@comcast.net).

Interested in Planning for Our 300th?
Sunday, April 9 at noon
The History Committee welcomes anyone who is interested in helping to document the histo-
ry of the church, especially in planning for the 300th anniversary of the congregation in 2020. 
Our monthly meetings are held at noon in the History Room at the top of the Parish House 
stairs, usually on the first Sunday of the month. Please note: our April meeting will be one week 
later than usual, on Sunday, April 9. 

– Janet Downing Taylor, for the History Committee

Call for Next Year’s Community Collections
Submissions due by May 30
One Sunday each month, First Unitarian donates its Sunday offering to a charitable cause, a 
practice we have been following for several years. Any member of the church can submit a 
proposal to support either a program sponsored by our church or an organization in which a 
church member is actively involved.
 The Community Collection Committee will entertain proposals from church members for 
Community Collections during the 2017-18 church year. Submissions must be received by the 
end of May. A very simple proposal form needs to be completed. Selections will be made by 
the end of the church year.
 Forms are available from the church office (admin@firstunitarianprov.org or 401.421.7970).
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Social Justice
Mother’s Day Sale to Benefit Girls’ Education
Sunday, April 30
Stop by the Atrium before or after church to choose something unique for 
your mother or for that special woman in your life! It’s a triple-impact gift: 
your loved one will enjoy beautiful jewelry, kitchen items, or a scarf made 

by artisans in less-developed countries; the women who make the items gain income; and we 
donate the proceeds to help girls stay in school. Educating girls is one of the most important 
tools to alleviate poverty. 

Questions? Contact Polly Walker (polly41walker@gmail.com)

The Girl Effect Task Force Steering Committee at First Unitarian: Polly Walker, Marilyn Eanet, 
Martha Manno, Pam Steager 

Neighborhood Social Justice 
Monthly Meeting, Sunday, April 2 at 12:15p 
Neighborhood Social Justice takes on projects to lighten the load of low-income and home-
less Rhode Islanders. Please join us to learn more about our work and perhaps to contribute 
some ideas of your own. 

Loaves & Fishes Mission
Tuesday, April 4, from noon to 7:00p 
On the first Tuesday of every month, volunteers deliver food, clothing, and respectful com-
panionship to those at Emmanuel House, a homeless shelter in Providence. All are welcome 
and encouraged to come to the church at 12:00p to prepare sandwiches or at 3:00p to collect 
clothes and help to load food and clothes in the cars.
 Thanks to all who so generously donate to the monthly Loaves & Fishes Missions. We 
appreciate your ongoing support. 

Contact: Joe Salvatore (joesuu@gmail.com) 

“Y-All Come” Community Lunch – A Wonder-full Success!
Neighborhood Social Justice would like to thank the many volunteers who came to help or 
cooked wonderful dishes for the “Y-All Come” lunch for the homeless on February 25, held in 
collaboration with the Beneficent Congregational Church. 
 We have been planning this lunch twice a year for many years, but we always find ourselves 
with two big unknowns: the number of guests coming and the amount of home-cooked food 
showing up. This time it was particularly nerve-wracking because till the very end, we thought 
we didn’t have enough food. About an hour before we opened the door for the lunch, tray 
after tray of delicious home-made dishes started to coming in!
 Also, the Music Director of the Beneficent Church surprised everybody by setting up a fry-
ing station in the parking lot to cook lots of catfish, enough to feed everyone by itself! It really 
looked like the biblical multiplication of fishes! 
 Another wonderful experience! Thank you again to all the volunteers!

Green Sanctuary
Sunday, April 23 at 12:15p
Join the First Unitarian Green Team for an informational presentation on the Interfaith Solar 
Initiative. RI Interfaith Power & Light members, SmartPower staff, and a solar technician will be 
on hand to answer your questions and to sign up interested homeowners. Information pack-
ets will be available and several experienced solar homeowners will be on hand to describe 
their experiences and to answer questions. 
For more information, email Kristen Ivy Moses (queenivy7@gmail.com)

Our Community Collection
The February Community Collection for the 
LREDA Endowment (Liberal Religious Educators 
Association) generated $851. Thanks to all who 
contributed so generously.

Volunteer at First Unitarian’s  
Food Share Pantry 
Distribution Day:  Monday, April 17
The biggest social justice program at First Unitar-
ian is the Food Share Pantry. It takes many volun-
teers to keep the program going! Volunteer with 
your van or truck to transport food from the RI 
Food Bank to the church, or volunteer for a shift 
on Distribution Day: 
 Set-up: 2:00p–3:00p 
 Shopping with clients: 3:00p–5:00p 
 Restock, recycle, and clean up: 5:00p–6:00p

Contacts: Martha Manno (Mmanno7@comcast.
net) or Nori Duncan (nori.duncan@gmail.com) 

The Pantry Is Open to All
You probably know that volunteers at First Uni-
tarian run a very well attended food pantry. 
But did you know that members of the con-
gregation who are in need are also welcome 
to take part and receive food? You do not have 
to be receiving government help or otherwise 
demonstrate need. Just come to the church 
after 2:30p on the third Monday and fill out a 
brief registration form.

Knitting for a Better World 
Every Tuesday from 7:00-9:00p 
Come join fellow knitters for a 
casual evening of knitting and con-
versation. Work on your own proj-
ect or knit for one of First Unitarian’s social justice 
projects. Drop in any Tuesday evening. Beginners 
are always welcome. We have yarn and needles 
to get you started.

h a t s  o f f  t o  . . .

Our Coffee Hour Providers last month:
Karen Boulanger, Tom Getz, Tony Allen, Erin 
Newell, Gaby Petruck, Shirley Brown, Steve 
McCloy, Mary Frappier, Anne Connor, Suzanne 
Francis, Norvel Ferguson, Marilyn Eanet, Steve 
Garthwaite, Dolores Braica, Elissa Emerson, San-
dy Schacht, Kelly Robinson, Carol Buckley, Jess 
Dolan, Lisa Rose, Sally Barker, Lyn Bradford, Lynne 
Hoppin Fazzi, Ralph Mero, Rachel Spaulding, Edie 
Warren, and all of the Irish leprechauns who 
brought something in to surprise us.
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Worship 10:30a

at 12:15p 
New Member Brunch 

Green Sanctuary

Worship10:30a

Girl Effect Sale

Worship 10:30a

at 12:00p 
Mentor/Mentee

at 12:15p 
Neighborhood SJ 

Land Rights

UU Men 7:00p

Food Pantry Open 
2:00p–6:00p

Zendo 7:00p

Women’s Alliance: 
Meeting: 10:00a 
Program: 11:00a 
Luncheon: noon

Zendo 7:00p

Standing on the 
Side of Love 7:00p

Meditation 7:00p

Standing on the 
Side of Love 7:00p

Harvest the Power 
7:00p

Meditation 7:00p

Prudential 
Committee 6:00p

Standing on the 
Side of Love 7:00p

Meditation 7:00p

Budget 6:30p

Tai Chi 7:00p

Knitting for a 
Better World 7:00

Reimag. Rel. 7:00p

Budget 6:30p

Tai Chi 7:00p

Knitting for a 
Better World 7:00p

Reimag. Rel. 7:00p

Search Committee 
6:30p

Loaves & Fishes 
Mission  

12:00–7:00p

Tai Chi 7:00p

Knitting for a 
Better World 7:00p

Sunday                Monday              Tuesday             Wednesday           Thursday                Friday                 Saturday
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Zendo 7:00p

Search Committee 
6:30p

Women’s 
Alliance Yard 

Sale  
10:00a-2:00p

Saturday 
Social Supper 
(Bridgehouse)

AAll-Parish Supper    
5:45p 

Program  7:45p

Budget 6:30p

Tai Chi 7:00p

Knitting for a 
Better World 7:00p

Worship 10:30a

at 12:00p 
History Comm. 

at 12:15p  
Land Rights

For more information on these and future programs (meeting locations, contact  
information, etc.), see details in the church newsletterm at www.firstunitarianprov.org
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Zendo 7:00p

R E. Committee 
6:30p

Search Committee 
6:30p

Green Sanctuary 
7:30p

 

Deacons 5:30p

Worship 
Committee 6:00p

Search Committee 
6:30p

Standing on the 
Side of Love 7:00p

Harvest the Power 
7:00p

Meditation 7:00p

EASTER SUNDAY 
Worship 10:30a

Pick up Easter 
Desserts
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